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Chair at 4.30 p.m., aud read prayers.

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS SUS-
PENSION,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [4.35]: I move—

That during the present session, so mueh
of the Standing Orders be suspended as is
necessary to enable Bills to be put through
all stages in one sitting, and all messages
from the Legislative Assembly to he taken
into consideration forthwith.

The only matters that T know of that will
be submitted for the consideration of the
House are the Financial Emergency Bill and
a motion seeking approval of the appoint-
ment of the Commissioner of Railways. The
privilege Bill is not regarded as urgent. I
feel that members are anxious to get on with
the consideration of the Financial Emerg-
ency Bill as speedily as possible. Tt is prae-
ticaily the same measnre as was before the
House some weeks ago, when it was dis-
cussed at great length.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (XNorth) [437]:
In view of the importance of the Fin-

aneial Emergeney Bill, I think the
Chief Seerctary is asking too much.
If the House gvanted him the sus-

pension of the Standing Orders to enable
the first and cecond reading stages fo be
taken and the dehate fo he continuned, thaf
should he sufficient. If one may judge hy
the list of speakers that has heen going
round, there is no hope of finishing the Bill
to-day. TIf we suspend the Standing Orders
so that we can take the first and second
readings to-day, we ecan advance the con-
sideration of the Bill a further stage to-
morrow. Without having conferred with
any other memher on the matter, that is my
opinton.

{COUNCIL.]

HON. J. M. MACFARLANE (lMetro-
politan-Subarban) [4.38]: In common with
Mr. Holmes, I shall be obliged to vote
against the motion because I feel the Chief
Secvetary is asking too mueh. I cannot see
the nrgency for the consideration of the Bill
in the manner suggested by the motion. T
am  unwilling to sit  through a hot
night in the middle of summer, as we did a
few weeks ago. We hear about people heing
overworked and being taxed bevond human
endurance, and the motion comes ill From
the Chief Seecretary at the moment. 1 am
not prepaved to sit through the night. I am
agreeable to the suggestion advanced hy M.
Holmes, but T will not sit on until the early
hours of to-morrow morning. There is uno
urgency about it. Members should be nble
to give the Bilt £ull consideration, and come
to a elear decision without having to =it
thronghout the night,

HON. C. F. BAXTER (East) [120]: It
iz for members to determine whether they
will agree to the molion or rejeet it. It
is customary to acecept such a motion when
introduced by the Leader of the House, Mr,
Drew has acted as Leader for mauy vears
and I have yet to learn that he has
attempted to push the House beyond rea-
son.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: We were worke:d
early and late last session.

Hon. C. F, BAXTER: If the Leader of
the House attempted to go too far, it would
be in the hands of members te determine
when they should adjourn. The majority
of members could decide sueh n matter, ir-
respective of the suspension of the Stand-
ing Orders.

Hon. .J. AL Maefarlane: If von vote for
surh n motion, you will have to see it
throngh.

Hon. €. 7. BAXTER: Tf we agree to
the motion, members ean take exception to
sitiing beyond a certain time. It is in their
hands.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Nothing of the sort
lias heen done for over 12 vears.

Hon. €. F. BAXTER: Tt would he un-
desirable to adopt such a course. T am
sure Mr, Drew will be perfectly willing fo
mect the desires of memhers. He wishes
to have mood work carried ont. Members
would be well advised to agree to the motion
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ami then we can adjust matters as we go
along.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: There is
one Urder of the Day on the Notice Paper
—the Pearling Act Amendment Bill. The
Chiet Secretary has intirnated that it is
not regarded as urgent, and the Govern-
ment de not intend te proceed with it. In
those ecireumstances, all that can happen
if the motion be agreed to, will be that the
first and second reading stages of the
Financial Emergeney Bill will be taken
forthwith, After that, the procedure will
he the same as with any Bill. If the Minis-
ter in charge of the Bill does not move
that the further consideration of the Bill
he undertaken at another sitting, the Com-
mittee stage is fherempon taken. Tf he
moved, the House would have to adjourn.
There being no new business, and the Chief
Seeretary not having intimated that it was
his desire that the Standing Orders relating
to new business be suspended nothing new
could be taken after 10 o'clock. If the
Minister should press members beyond en-
duranee, they have the power to report pro-
gress. [t 1s unusual for members to adopt
that course, but it can be done.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: By way of per-
sonal explanation, having made my atti-
tnde elear. T do not desire to defeat the
motion.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central—in reply) [4.43]: In mov-
ing the motion T had in mind not metropoli-
tan members, but country members. It
ocenrred to me that the discussion on the
Bill might proceed fill Thursdayx., bui that
if we could wet through the Committee stage
by that dav. we could possibly finalise the
consideration of the Bill. That would avoid
the necessity for eounfry members returning
to town on Tuesday next merely to pass the
third reading.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: We can fix it up
all right.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There iz no
desire to rush the Bill, but at the same time
there is ne wish to bring country members
here unneceszarily.

Tion. J. M. Macfarlane: We all agree on
that point.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If we can-
not complete our work by Thursday next, we
can continue the eonsideration of ihe Bill
next week. But the lonzer the Bill ix de-

layed, the more serious becomes the position
to the Government from a financial point of
view. That was primarily my object in
moving for the suspension of the Standing
Orders. As My, Baxter pointed out, his re-
marks heing confirmed by the Deputy Presi-
dent, any member has the power to move
the adjournment of the debate, and such a
mofion is not likely to be resisted, except for
good cause, It rests with members to zay
whether the debate shall bhe adjounrned.

Question put and passed.

COMMITTEES FOR THEE SESSION.

On motion by the Chief Secretarv, Ses-
sional Committees were appointed as fol-
lows :—

Standing Orders Committee —The Presi-
dent, the Chief Secretary, Hon. J. Cornell,
Hou. C. F. Baxter, and Hon. .J. Nieholson.

Library Committee—The President, Hon.
C. F. Baxter, and Hon. G. Fraser.

Printing Committee—The President, the
Honorary Minister, and Hon. W J. Mann.

Joint House Committee—The President,
Hon. .J. Corneli, Hon. E. H. Gray, Hon. V.
Hamerslexr and Hon. Sir Edward Witienoom.

TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF
COMMITTEES.

The DEPUTY PRESIDEXNT: In accord-
ance with Standing Order 31A, I nominate
the following members as temporary Chair-
men of Committees during the present ses-
sion :—Hon. J. Nicholsen, Hon. V. Hamers-
ley and Hon. E. H. Gray.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY.
First Reading.

Bill received from the Assembly and read
a first time,

Second Reading,

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
W. H. Kitson—West) [4.47] in moving the
second reading :aid: The circumstances lead-
ing to the summoning of the special session
are ¢uite fresh in the mind of every mem-
ber. The loss of the Bill to amend and con-
tinue the Financial Emergency Act, 1931
created a very grave position.
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Hon. J. Nicholson: It would not have heen
created if vou had accepted the continnance
of the Act to which this House agreed.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I remark
that the loss of the Bill—without going into
reasons——

Hon. J. Nicholson: But there was no loss.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I say the
Bill was lost.

Hon. J. Nicholson: XNog, it was not
accepted. It was not lost; this House
granted a continnance of the Aet.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I reiter-
ate that the loss of the amending Bill created
a very grave position.

Hon. J. Nieholson: It was really a re-
fusal by the Government to accept.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: What does it matter?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I think the
Act lapsed hy effloxion of time.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member may pnt his own construetion on
the cirenmstances. He will have the right
to give the Honse the benefit of his ideas.
All T wish to say is that a position has
been created that should net be allowed to
continue for a moment longer than is ahso-
lutely necesgsary. The Government, atter
giving due consideration to all the issues
involved, have presented the Bill now bhe-
fore us. It is, perforee, different from the
Bill submitted to ns last session. That
Bill was an amending and continuance
measure whereas this one must necessarily
take the form of an original Bill, This Bill
represents an endeavour to place the Ciov-
ernment in the position they would have
oceupied had the Bill of last session been
agreed to. On this account the Bill is more
lengthy than was the previous measure,
prineipally because it inelndes in their en-
tirety one or two sections whieh were in-
cloded in the Financial Emergeney Aet,
and which, of course, did not find a place
in the amending Bill. T suppose 1 am per-
fectly correet in saying that every mem-
ber bas given very deep consideration and
close study to the provisions of thiz Bill.
T have no doubt that they fully appreciate
the purport of the proposals contained in
it, but in order to assist members, the Gov-
ernment have caused a very comprehensive
memorandum to be prepared and attacher
to the copies of the Bill that have heen
distributed. The memorandum com:pares
this Bill with the Financial Emergency
Act, 1931, which has now lapsed. In veiw

of that, full elaboration of ihe pros and
cons of the Bill may not be necessary at
this juncture, but I consider it my duty
to point out to members the seope and in-
cidence of various elanses of the Bill, very
briefly perhaps, bnt in view of previous
dizeussions in this Chamber, sufficiently to
inform members of the reasons for the
Government’s introduction of the Bill now
submitted to us. There are few difforences
hetween this Bill and the orizinal Ac¢t. The
Financial Emecergeney Aet of 1931 was
divided inte seven parts and a schedule,
This Bill is divided inio six parts and =2
schedule.

Hon, W. J. Mann: You have left out the
nost important part,

The HONORARY MINISTEX: From
the hon. member’s viewpoint, that may he
go. The part of the original Aet omitted
from this measure is Part V., which dealt
with the guestion of private employment.
I do not know that there is any reason to
vepeat that in season and out of season,
representatives and supporters ol the pre-
gent (Government have protested agamst
the inclusion of private employment in the
Binancial emergency legislation.

Member: On what grounds?

The HONORARY MINISTER: That it
is not the duty of Parliameni to interfere
with the fixation of wages of employees
who come within the jurisdiction of the
Arbitration Court.

Hen. J. M. Maefarlane: Not in an emer-
pency ?

The HONQRARY MINISTER: Not even
in an emergency. We say that the Arhi-
tration Court was established to hear the
evidence for and against a proposal either
for a reduction or for an increase of wages,
or for an alteration of conditions, and that
the Arbitration Court is in a far better
position to determine what shounld bhe done
than this Chamber or another place would
be. We have adopted that altitude right
through the piece. This is the only Par-
liament in the Commonwealth that adopted
that attitude. TFurther, may I again point
out that that action on the part of the
Western Australian Government was ¢on-
trary to the desires and decisions of the
Premiers’ Conference which evolved what
is now known as the Premiers’ Plan. There
ean be no denying that fact. Taking that
in eonjunction with the fact that this is the
only State of the Commonwealth where Par-
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liament has passed legislaiion of the kind,
I consider we are perfedtly "justiffied in
omitting that part from thiz Bill.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Is not this the only
State that reduced rentals and prevented
the collection thereof?

The HONORARY MINISTER: In addi-
tion I should like to point out that the
Arbitration Aet is comprehensive enough te
deal with almost any situation that might
arise affecting private employeces. It has
heen argued in this Chamber that the Arbi-
tration Court has not the power to do what
kas been done by means of the Financial
Fmergency Act.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It has not.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T should
like to direet the hon. member’s altention
to one or two cases dealt with by the Arhi-
tration Court in which it has very def-
nitely taken into consideration the financial
position of the industry onnder review, ani
on aceount of having done wo, has issued
an award quite different from what would
have been given had the industry been in
a normal or flourishing condition. Yet some
members say that the court has not the
power to deal with matters of the kind.
May 1 also remind the House that not only
in Parliament, but on the hustings dunng
the last election, this point was made part
and parcel of the policy of supporters of
the present Government. It was laid down
definitely that we did not agree with this
phase of the Financial Emergency Act, and
that at the first opportunity we would take
steps drastically to amend the Act.

Hon. F. H. Harris: On the goldfields
vour supporters said they would sweep the
Act away.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am re-
peating the words of the Leader of the
party when T say that be stated very defi-
nitely, and in a way that conld not be mis-
taken, that if his party were returned at
the polls, the Financial Emergency Act
wonld he drastieally amended.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You put more on
and take more off.

Hon. E. H, Harris: Yes, 9d. instead of
4144. in the pound.

The HONORARY MINISTER: We have
dealt with that aspeet from time to time,
but in view of the discussions in this Cham-
ber, no one can gainsay that the legislation
introduced by the present Government is a
drastic amendment of the Financial Emer-
gency Act that has been operating during
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the last two veurs. The part relating to
private employment: is probably one of the
most important parts that bas heen dealt
writh since the measure was originally intro-
duced.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: That is so.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Mem-
bers will have a vivid recollection of the
argument that occurred when the original
measure was before us, and they must alse
have a full knowledge of the argnment that
took place elsewhere. On that oceasion
both Houses apparently contained the num-
bers to determine that, quite irrespective of
what the Premiers’ Plan requested, and
quite irrespective of the arguments ad-
vanced by the Opposition at the time,
private employment should be included in
the measure, and it was incladed.
We are very definite in our views upon that
point; therefore we did not include it in the
present Bill. The point was the verv basis
of the Bill that was introduced last month.
Having decided that those who were in pri-
vate employment, and were subject to Arbi-
tration Court awards and agreements, should
he taken outside the scope of the Act, we
desired to do the fair thing and place other
employees in a somewhat similar position in
regard fo the Financial Emergency Act.
There are many hundreds of employvees of
the State who are direetly subject to Arbi-
tration Court awards and agrecments, and
who, if they were nol treated in the same
way as the last Bill proposed to treat pri-
vate employees, would be receiving a lesser
amount per week than their colleagues who
were engaged in private enterprise. That
would give an advantage to those depart-
ments of the State which employved those
particular employees. It was therefore
necessary to provide for them in the Bill.

Hon. G. W. Miles: They would be at =
disadvantage.

The HONORARY MINISTER : It became
necessary to provide that all persons, irre-
spective of whether thev were employved hy
the State or private enterprise, zo long as
thex were directly subjeet to Arbitration
Court awards and industrial agreements,
should be taken outside the scope of the
Act. The Bill before us deals with the ques-
tion of Government employvees who are snbh-
Ject ta Arbitrabtion Court awards or indus-
trial agreements. Almost in their entirety
they are excluded from the operations of the
measure. There arve a few exeeptions. These



44

are a few men who are subjeet to Arhitra-
tion Court awards, and have been awarded
salaries or wages ranging from £450 to £700
or £800 a year. In regard to these few
cases we say the men shonld vemain within
the scope of the Act. As we desired to do
the right thing by other persons who are
employed by the State, but are not subjeet
to Arbitration Court awards, it hecame neces-
sary that we should find a method by which
we might place those emplovees of the State
receiving a limited income per annum in the
same position as the employees to whom I
have just referred. After a good deal of
irouble, caleulation and research, the Gov-
ernment, notyithstanding the fact that it
would eost a few thousand pounds more
than we had anticipated, decided that the line
of demarcation should be those persons who
were receiving up to £293 per annum as af
the 30th June, 1930. Thai figure marks the
limit of what is known as the automatie
range. Public servants receiving salaries in
excess of £293 per annum almost without
cxception are classified on a fixed salavy for
a fixed position. The Government desire to
be equitable in this matter.

Hon, £. . H. Hall: The cixil servants
do not think it equitable.

The HONORARY MINISTER : There are
some who do and some who do not. We
would indeed he fortunate if we could satisfy
all the wage and salary earners in the State
when it was not possible for us to abolizh
the Act altogether.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Do vou think you are
satisfying 30 per cent. of them now?

The HONORARY MINISTER: { do not
know what the perecentage is. We are going
to the full extent of our financial resources.
We are endeavouring to earry out the plank
of our platform which, I believe, will wive
relief to a large number of people who are
fully entitied to it.

Hon. G. W. Miles: More so than in the
case of the men on the bread line.

The HONORARY MINISTEHR: And men
on the hread line too. Tlere was a4 minimum
prescribed in the Financial Kmervgeney Act
of £185 per annum. Whilst that Aet ve-
mained on the statute-hook, if the basic wage
or the cost of living happened to rise above
that amount per annum, the law came info
force. Under our propo=al, the people who
were taken outside the seope of the Act, or
the people who are outside the scope of this
Bill, will noi he brought back under the Aect

(COUNCIL.]

—even if the basic wage or cost of living
does rise above the minimum preseribed
therein, I think I have now dealt with all
[ can deal with as regards wages or salaried
workers, who have been alfeeted by ihe Fin-
ancial Emergency Acet. The memorandum to
which 1 have referred compares elause by
clause, even down to subelauses, with the see-
tions of the oviginal Act. If members have
given any study ito the memorandum, they
will appreciate my point when I say that
if this Bill be agreed to in its entirety, it
will place us in the same peosition we would
have been in had the Financial Emergency
Aet Amendment Bill been agreed to last ses-
sion.

Hon. G. W. Miles: There is
about that,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Other
items, with which it is necessary I should
deal, ave also included in the Bill. Firsi
eomes the superannuation and retiring al-
lowances. The part of the Bill dealing with
that question is the same as the part in
the original Act, had it been amended in
accordancee with the last Bill. It gives the
Government the right to deal with every
case on its merits, and, where the Governor
may think fit, to allow a concession, Under
the original Act, the Minister had no power
to grant. sueh a thing. .

Houn. J. J. Holmes: I would not give that
power to any (lovernment,

The HONORARY MINISTER: The next
part, dealing with the reduction of mort-
gagors' inferest, is a very jwuporiant one.
\When the last Bill lapsed, Seetion 6 of the
Act went out with it, fogether with every
other pars of the Bill. A very awkward
situation might possibly arise unless we
agreed to reinstate by this Bill that par-
tiemlar section. T do not kuow that it is
necessary for me to go inte details regard-
ing thar secfion, bnt very far-reaching
effects would he seen unless the Bill were
agreed to. T believe from the diseussion
that took place in this Chamber last month
that there is not likely to he much diffieulty
in that regard.

Hon. G. W, Miles:
aboun that.

Hon. ¥. H. Harris: How manv Govern-
ment employees would securn a risz if the
Bill were passed?

The HONORARY MINISTER: T may
be ahle to secure information on that peint
Inter. At least 35 to 40 per cent. of the

no donbt

We are all agreed
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emplovees of the Government would be
affecied by ihe Bill, thai is, taking wages
men and salaried officers into aceount. On
a previous occasion I have supplied to mem-
bers eertain figures that are as accurate
a= it is possible for them to he. 'The cost
of the proposed legizlation to the Govern-
ment for the remainder of the financial year
wouid be between £35,000 and £60,000, and
taking it on a per annnm basis, the amount
involved would he hetween £110.000 and
£115,000 a year.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Where will you get
the money?

The HONORARY MINISTER: From
the place from which we always get monoy.

Hon, A. Thomson: The poor old tax-
payer!

The HONORARY MINISTER: I mav
te)t members that this item was taken into
eonsideration by the Treasurer when fram-
ing his Estimates.

Hon, G. W. Miles: That is news.

The HONXORARY MINISTER: No. 1t
has already heen stated In this House and
¢lsewhere.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Excuse me!
only reeently been s'ated.

The HONORARY MINISTER: While 1]
know that some members place a lot of
importance on the fact {hat one is not able
te give acenrate figures as to the number
of men affected, and cannot say to a pound
what the eost will he, T would point out
that it is very difficult to arrive at figures
ahsolutely definite to the pound.

Hon. J. Nicholson: We will give vou a
margin of £5.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have
alrendy uoted figures which have a margin
of €3.000, on the per annum basis. In view
of the financial position of the State and
the changes which take place from month
to month. as well as the difficulties we are
faced with from time to time, cstimates
which are made as aceurate as possible
should he accepted hy memhers. The esti-
maies have heen made in =2ll sineerity. ani
there is no desire on the park of any mem-
her of the Government to mislead the House
in any way, These remarks I think cover
the major items contained in the Bill. Tn
view of the diseussion which took place
previonsly, it may he wise for me to refrain
from saving anvthing more until I have
heard the views of members, =o that I may
reply, if possihle, to the arguments I an-
ticipate they will bring forward on the

It has

second reading. I eannot, however, conelude
my remarks withoui referring to an inci-
dent which occurred ni the end of last ses-
sien in connection with the eunferenee that
took place between the two Houses.

Hon. E. H. Harris: “No surrender!”

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes. My
name has heen mentioned in that eonnection.
One ean infer from the remarks of M.
Holmes that my integrity and honesty of
purpose were hronght into question.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: [ never suggested
such a thing.

The LHONORARY MINISTER: There-
fare T feel hound 1o make some contribu-
tion to the controversy which has been
raging during the past week or two. First
of all, T do not withdraw onc iota from the
stand I took up at that particular time.
I sax thar the words were used.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: On a peint of order.
That has been denied by me, and my denial
iz eonfirmed by the ¢ Hansard ™’ report, and
by the ‘‘Hansard’’ reporter-s snorthand
notes; and I demand a withdrawat of the
imputation.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
The point appears to he this: The EHonor-
ary Minister is referring to an inecident
which ceenrred in this Chamber on the last
night of last session with regard to some-
thing that is alleged to have heen said by
an hon. member. Sinee this sesslon opened
there has heen a controversy regarding the
matter. The hon. member who it is alleged
nsed certain words has said that he did
not use them: and he has pointed, as sup-
porting his statement, to the fact that the
recognised custodian of what 15 said in
this House, ‘‘Hansard,’' aoes not report
him ag having utteved them. Therefore it
appears to the Chair that if any hon.
member is not preparved fo nceept Mr.
Helmes's statement that he did not use the
words alleged to have been used by him,
and whirh ‘*Hansard,’’ as printed and eir-
culated among hon. members, coes not re-
cord him as having used, the hon. member
who is not prepared to accepi that state-
ment, rrespective of what may be at the
hack of his head with rezard to what
actunlly happened, pursuing the logical
course should eall for the shorthand notes
of the “Hangard’ reporter who reported
Myr. Holmes at the time thiz allemed utter-
ance is supposed to have heen made. That
is the next logical step to take. If the
chorthand notes show that the reporter
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actually reporting at the time took those
words down, the words not appearing in
‘‘Hansard,’* it is then time for the House
to intervene and want to knew why the
words do not appear in the rsport.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I do not think, M,
Deputy President, that thar meers the
position. You ean get the shorthand notes
in due eourse, but it is understood that wo
are all honourable men in this House.
‘Whether we are or not is another matter.
But, I having denied using those words, 1
think the rules of the FHouse compel the
Honorary Minister to withdraw the im-
putation that I did use them.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I was com-
ing to that, Mr. Holmes. The position of
the Honorary JMinister is that he has to
accept Mr. Holmes’s assuranee that he did
not use those words, or else the Honorary
Minister has to take the next logical step
and ask for the original shorthand notes of
what actually did take place to be raad by
the Chief “Hansard” Reporter to the
House. I think the Honovary Minister is
as well aware of the sitnation as I. I can
understand the Honorary Minister refer-
ring to the matter, beenuse taocve has been
some controversy outside the Chamber with
regard to it; but that is the aciual posi-
tion.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Honorary Minis-

ter has to obev the orders of the Chair.
" The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 have out-
lined the course the Fonorary Minisher
has to take. He has either to acaept M.
Holmes’s assurance, or he has to take the
next Jogical step and ask for the shorthand
notes,

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
point I desire to make is this—and [ hope
I am in order in putting the matter in this
way—that the hon. member’s statement
that those words do not appear in ‘‘Han-
sard’’ is not proof that they were never
nttered.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
The Honovary Minister will rvesitme his
seat, please. In my long assoviation with
this Chamher the position has been to
aceept ‘‘Hansard’’ ns a correct report of
the proceedings of the Fouse. If ‘‘Han-
sard’’ is quoted against any hon. member
at any time after the close of the session
as evidence of what was said by him, the
hon. member against whom it is quoted has
no alternative bnt to accept the authority
of “*Hansard.”" We cannot have two sides

of ““HMansard,”” We have to take ‘‘Ilan-
sard’’ as it is written down, and, following
the matter to its natural conclusion, lave
the shorthand notes of the reporler read,
or we have to serap it altogether. That is
the position.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I understand the posi-
tion to be this. The Honorary Minister has
te withdraw, or he has to ask for tie short-
hand notes of ‘*Hansard,”” and ir he finds
then that my version is correct he has to
withdraw then instead of now.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I may
point out that the Honorary DMinister is
entitled to his own opinion of anything; but
he is not entitled to air the opinion in this
Chamber if another hon. member takes ex-
ception to it. The Honorary Minister has
to aceept Mr. Holmes' assurance that accord-
ing to the records of this House he did not
use the words which he is alleged to have
used,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I do not like the quali-
fication “according to the records of this
House” “Hansard” took down whaf I
said; no more, and no less,

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT : What I say
is that the Henorary Minister has to aceept
the record of the proccedings of the last
session,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: e has to chey the
Chair.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Those
records do nof show My. Holmes as having
used the words in question, The Honorary
Minister has to aceept Mr. Holmes™ assur-
ance that he did not use the words, or else
the Honorary Minister has to take the next
logieal step and, to use a vulgarism, assert
that “Hansard” is “cooked,” if the words
alleged to have been used can he found in
the original shorthand notes.

Hon. G. W. Miles: I insist that the Hon-
orary Minisier obey the order of the Chair
and withdraw,

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Give the
Honorary Minister a chance,

Hon., . W. Miles: He has had a chanee,
and he has quiblled.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I am per-
fectly satisfied that the Honorary Minister
will not pursue that point any farther, un-
less he takes the logical step of asking for
the shorthand notes of “Hansard’ to be pro-
duced.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That has nothing to
do with it. He should obey the Chair,
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The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not
wish to proleng discussion of this point.

Houn. J. J. Holmes: It is a question of the
withdrawal of the statement, not of prolong-
ing the discussion,

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Give the
Honorary Minister a chance.

Hon. G. W. Miles: He is quibbling.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I want
to disabuse the minds of hon. members he-
fore I go any farther. T am not, to use your
words Mr. Deputy President, suggesting that
“Hansard” is “cooked.” I have no idea at
all of doing that.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Therefore
you accept “Hansard” as correct.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have to
accept “Hansard” as correct.

Hon, G. W, Miles: Do you withdraw?

The HONORARY MINISTER: At the
same time, I am forced into thaf position.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. G. W. Miles: Mr. Deputy President,
may I

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: No hon.
member is forced into any position in this
Chamber.

Hon, G- 'W. Miles: I say he should be
foreed into obeying the order of the Chair.
He must withdraw,

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I want to
point out to the Honorary Minister that no
hon. member is foreced into any position in
this Chamber. He has to obey the Chair;
or, if he does not obey the Chair, he must
abide by the consequences.

The HONQRARY MINISTER: I propose
to obey the Chair,

Hon. ¢. W. Miles: Obey it and be a man!

The HONORARY MINISTER: I ask for
a withdrawal of that remark,

Hon., G W. Miles: I will withdraw it,
but I say the Honorary Minister must obey
the Chair.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I will see
that he does.

Hon. G. W. Miles: I hope, Sir, you will
see that he does.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I with-
draw my remark.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I would
like to remind hon. members that when any
hon. member rises to a point of order on
another hon. member who has the floor, and
asks that a certain siatement made by the
latter be withdrawn, il is only reasonable
to allow the hon. member whe has made the

statement in question to withdraw it in his
own way; and if his own way iz not satis-
factory, then he ean be dealt with.

Hon. G. W. Miles: He had two goes in
his own way.

Hon. T. Moore: We will have Mr. Miles’s
WAy now.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am
sorry to have complicated matters in this
way. I have no desire to make this parti-
cular peint an issue in the debate. However,
I did think T was perfectly justified in mak-
ing a reference to the matter, because I
have heen drawn into the discussion, quite

apart from any desire that I might
have had to participate in it. I wish
now to reply, if I may, to the re-

ference made by Mr. Macfarlane to me,
accusing me of doing certain things in con-
nection with publicity regarding the same
incident. I wish to tell the hon. member
that if he has been advised to that effect,
he has heen sadly misinformed. I have
never mentioned the matter in any shape
or form outside iy immediate circle.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is the hon.
member referring fo something Ar, Mae.
farlane said here or outside?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Some-
thing recorded in “Hansard.” Having dis-
posed of that, T feel that there is little more
for me to say. T do hope that after the
shaort recess we have had, and affler the
calm reflection which hon. members have
probably heen ahle to bring to bear upon
the subject matter of the Bill, they will
aceept the Government’s point of view, that
the Government's policy is bound up in the
Bill, and that this Chamber has no right—
if T may use that expression—to dietate to
the Government of the day.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Who dictated to
them ?

The HONORARY MINISTER: No righ.
to dictate to the Government what their
policy should be where the finances of the
State are conecerned.

Hon. J. XNicholson:
policy?

Hon. G. W, Miles:
stamps?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Believ-
ing that, I submit to hon. members thal the
action of this House on the occasion in
question was equivalent to dictating io the
Government what their financial policy
should be, no%withstanding the fact thut

Who dictated that

Are we rubber
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only a few short months ago the Govern-
ment were returned with a majority such as
has seldom been equalled in the political
history of this State. As a Government we
pledged ourselves, As » Government we are
endeavouring “ ecarry out to the best of
our ability the promises we made in this
direetion.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: You should
not have made so many promises,

The HONORARY MINISTER:
not hear what the hon. member says.

Ion. J. Nicholson: That you should not
have made so many promises.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The pro-
mises we made we are endeavouring to earry
out, We have been in office for a few
months only, and the Bill represents an in-
stalment of our poliey in this direction. Tt
is our intention, as opportunity offers, to
continue to give relief to the various see-
tions of the community who are suffering
a8 a vesult of the operation of the financial
emergeney legizlation.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Where are
you going fto get the money from#

The BONORARY MINISTER: From the
same source as we got it hefore. I feel I
should not spend any more time in speak-
ing to the second reading, except to say I
hope that hon. members will, after ealm
reflection, realise that there is something con-
erete in the poeint of view I have just put
forward, and that they will agree the Gov-
ernment are entitled by viriue of the large
majority hy whieh they were returned, te
put into operation the poliey on which they
were elected. It is for the Government lo
take the responsibility of anything that may
be the result of putting that polievr into
operation. I trust the Bill will, on this
occasion, receive a slightly better reception
than the previous Bill had. T move—

1 ewn-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON, SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
(Nerth) [53.31]: T presume I am sllowed to
refer to the remarks made a little while aga
in regard to this question of “no surrender.”
Fveryvone else has heen making remarks
about it.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
The hon. member must resume his seat,
I hope the House will, onee and for all, at
least within the four walls of this Cham-
ber, reoard that matter as disposed of.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: Ex-
cuse me, Sir, but this matter of “po sur-
render” has heen discussed for the last half
hour and 1 would like fo put iny views on it
hefore the House.

Hon, . IF. Baxter: Would vou like to
snrrender?
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!

Sir Kdward Wittenoom knows of the Stand-
ing Order which provides that when the
President is speaking he shall do =0 with-
out interruption.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: I
eannot hear, Sir,

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: As an ex-
President, lie should be aware of that Stand-
ing Order. I want to clear up the position
with respeet to this atter of “no sur-
render.” Those words were alleged to have
heen used during last session in this Cham-
ber, bot the Honorary Minister has aceepted
the record in “Hansard” as eorvect,

Hon. C. B. Willams: You ecannot deny
that T heard those words.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! The
Honorary Minister took up a negative atti-
tude. I pointed out that, if he carried that
to its logical conclusion, and did not believe
that the “Hansard” report was correet, he
should call for the shorthand notes.

Hon, C. B. Willinms: It is not correet.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Hon-
orary Minister has accepted it as correct.

Hon. C. B. Williams: He speaks for him-
self: T speak of what [ heard,

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: Can
I make my few remarks, Sir?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT : Yes.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: Un-
fortunately, when the debate tovk place last
vear I was absent through illness. However,
I heard a good deal about the “no surrender”
episode. L followed the matter in the news-
paper. The newspaper distinetly stated that
there was to be no swrender on the part
of the Hon. Mr. Holies.

Hon. J. J. Helmes: What newspaper—the
“Worker" ¥

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENQOM: No,
the “West Australian.” My idea is that
when we go to a vonference, we should not
do so in a spirit of “no surrender.”

Hon. C. B. Williams: The House is to
bhlame, not the two hon, members.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: T
eannot understand those two members heing
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I zo far-
their

elected to go on the confevence.
ther and say [ cannot understand
accepting the position,

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! The
hon. member must resume his seai. As far
as that episode is concerned, the position
is that the words werc not used and there-
fore are not recorded in the proceedings of
this House. I will not allow any further
diseussion along thoze lines.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM:
Might I ask you one question, Sir? Can
vou say, with your great knowledge, whether,
if either House demands a conference, either
Hounsze can refuse it? If either House docs,
what position iz the Bill in?

Hon. E. H. Harris: You are wasting time,

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENQOM: You
mind your own business. I ask the question,
if either House asks for a conference and
either House refuses it, what position is the
Bill in?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is always
well to take a hurdle when yon actually come
to it. We will take that hordle when we
come to it.

HON. C, F. BAXTER (East) [5.34]:
Notwithstanding that the Bill is a very
impertant and far-reaching measnre, the
House has been side-tracked for the last
half hour on a discussion as to whether
certain words were or were not used.

The DEPCTY PRESIDENT: I hope the
hon. member will get right away from that
matter.

Hon. C. ¥, BAXTER: T hope the words
are forgotten now., Now that the Bill is
before the House, I take it our whole atten-
tion will be centred on the amendments to
the Aet which expired on the 31st of last
month. It is rather disturbing to find that
a Government who a few months ago were
returned pledged to reduce taxation have
bad to impose additional taxation beyond
that which the previous Government were
forced to put on the people of the State.
On top of that, and probably delore the
Financial Emergency Bill was hefore this
Chamber, it was ascertained tnat the Gov-
ernmert could find £110,000, probably more.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittencom: Why in-
erease the tax to 9d. in the pound?

Hon. €. ¥. BAXTER: Why did the mem-
bers of this Honse agree to a tax of 9d. in
the pound ? My amendment made the
maximnm 7d. in the pound. The Tonorary

Minister said it was not the duty of Par-
liameni to interfere with wages.

Hon. ;. Fraser: With wages awarded by
the Arbitration Court.

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: What is the use
of saving that?

Hon. G. Fraser: T was just finishing the
statement for you.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It was made per-
missible under the Financial Emergency
Aet for the employers to approach the
Arbitration Court to apply for a variation
of awards. The Arbitration Court made
exhauslive inquiries. The fullest informa-
tion was made avnilable to that court, even
the most confidential information, and the
conrt did make a variation, For what rea-
son? To enable employers 1o euarry on m-
doatry. Tt wonld have heen a sorrv day
tor thiz State had that Finaneial Emer-
geney Act not bheen passed and had the
Arhitration Court not made the reductions
it did in wages,

Flon. C. B. Williams: Utter nonsense!

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The hon. member
can say that. He comes from a distriet
where things were booming and where the
employers at the time did not take advan-
tage of the redunction in the basie wage.
On the other hand, they approached the
dovermnent and asked for a recuction in
water rates.

Hon. C. B. Williams: It is the only place
where you ecan enjoy yourself,

Hon. C. 1. BAXTER: There is no yues-
tion that to a large extent State finance
is the responsibility of the Government,
but this House has the right to say that
the fnances should be denlt with equitably.
The Government are finding £110,00¢ for
some 0f the Government servants, those re-
eeiving up to a maximum of £29: per an-
nnm. That is neither reasonahle nor equit-
able. If tiiere is any money avaiiable for
distribution in that way, it should be dis-
tributed among all the members of the
service. It iz often said that the lower-paid
man, the under-dog, is having a very bad
lime. But is he? What is the posilion of
those on lower wuages now compared with
their position in 19307 Even with the re-
duction in wages, they are better oit now
than they were then, on account of the
heavy reduction in the eost of living.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Hundreds are living
in tents and scrateching for a crust.

Hon. . W. Miles: They sheuld be pro-
vided for.
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Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yet we are faced
with a delicit as great as that of {ast year,
and each year we ought to be reducing it.
What will be the end of it all? Can we go
on forever borrowing money?

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: How much
is the deficit—80 millions?

Hon. C. P. BAXTER: It is better for us
not to dwell too much on fhat matter. We
can abuse the position by paying away
£110,000, and te whom? To those who are
in employment, in regular, continuous em-
ployment, and whose jobs are secure, The
Minister vepeated to-day that the aetion
of the (Government was contrary to the
Premiers’ Plan. Are we to be concerned
with the Premiers’ Plan or with the pro-
gress of the State? That is what we have
to ask ourselves. Every member of this
Chamber, no matter how biassed he wmay
be, must admit that the reducsions made
under the Financial Emergeney Aet saved
this State from collapse.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Utter nonsense!

Hon, . F. BAXTER: That Aet gave
employmen: to thonsands of men who
otherwise would be on Govermment snsten-
ance to-day, During the past few months
there has been some revival in private in-
dustry. That is the result of the reductions
which were made, and now the Government
are going to throw 1t all to the winds. What
must be remembered is that some of the
other States, who are our greatest competi-
tors, enjoy the advamtage of the TFedersl
basic wage, which is lower than the basie
wage in this State. Still other of the States
have a basic wage lower than ours. Yet, not-
withstanding their advantage, we have fo
compete with them. Tt matters not what
eampaigns are launched for the consumption
of loeal produets, they will be unsuecessful
if our costs are too high. The loyalty of the
people cannot be traded upon; if they are
asked to pay more for the locally-produced
artiele, then they will buy the cheaper im-
ported article. If we are doibg something
not provided for in the Premiers’ Plan, what
does it matter il the State benefits? Toes it
not reflect eredit upon the State and upon
Parliament? Of course it does.

Hon. C. B, Williams : Whom does it
henefit?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER : Tt
whole State,

Hon. C. B. Williams: It does not benefit
the penple who have to suffer,

benefits the

Hon. C. ¥. BANXTER : The Honorary
Minister stressed the fact that the clectors
returned the present Government with a cer-
tain mandate; but they did not give the
Government free license to do what they
liked. Parliament is here to protect the
people.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoon: Are all the
electors brainy people?

Hon. C. B. Williains: Yes, or they would
not be electors.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER ; Referring sgain to
the proposed distribution of money amongst
some of the civil servants, 1 contend it
should be distributed amongst all the public
gervants, because those in the higher grades
of the service have their own expenses to
mect. The point is that whilst only a seec-
tion of the Public Bervice is intended to get
velief under the Bill, the Government turn
round to private enterprise and say, “You
must give relief to all the people engaged in
industry.” Why this differentiationy There
has been a great deal said ahout interfer-
ence by Parliament with the wages section
of the community in the State. Under the
previous emergeney Act, the right was given
to employers to approach the Arbitration
Court and ask for a reduction in the wages
paid. The employers had only 12 months in
whieh to approach the court and they were
obliged to submit to the court the fullest in-
formation possible. They had to produce
documents and books to enable the court to
make an adjustment, and in certain indus-
tries a reduction was made. Why did the
court make the reductions? For the ohvious
veason of helping the progress of the State.

Hon. G. W. Miles: To afford the greatest
good for the greatest numnber.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It has rvesulted in
an inerease of those employed by private
enterprise and a eorresponding decrense in
sustenance,

Hon. C. B, Williams: Labour has paid
more to——

Hon. C. I BAXTER: Ta some of their
own people, and the less the hon. member
gays about that, the better. Let us take the
position of the employee. He can at any
time approach the court and put forward a
case for a return to the old conditions. I
believe a number of eases are already before
the court,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: And then it will ¢come
back to Parliamnent instead of to the court
for the granting of increases.
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Hon. C. F. BAXTER: If the Bill we are
asked to pass is agreed to as it stands, it will
mean that a number of industries will not be
able to earry on. There are industrics in the
State to which a small reduction in wages
will mean perhaps a treble output. JMany
industries are at present on the horder line,
and the slightest inerease in their cost of
production might have the effect of their
closing down. There is another matter to
consider, and it is that the moment we revert
to the old conditions, the cast of living will
advance and that will affeet every section
of the community. It has heen the desire
to reduce the cost of living, and it should
come down still further. We are facing
such a position that we simply do not know
what the future holds for us.

Hon. C. B. Williams: What about the 300
per cent. increase in the price of wool?

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Is Mr. Williams in
order in keeping np a running fire of inter-
jections?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: He is dis-
tinetly out of order,

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: With vegard to the
figures, I do not intend to quote them again
because I dealt with them fairly fully at the
close of last session a few weeks ago, and
they are on record. I repeat though, that
any interference with existing conditions
will mean stagnation in the State.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: My grandfather
said that 50 years ago.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: If the hon. mem-
ber were as free as I am, he would vote
against the Government’s proposals. I chal-
lenge him to do so. He is not game to vote
against the Government.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: There is no need
to challenge anyone whe is loyal,

Hon. C. B. Williams: Are these interjec-
tions in order?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: XNo,
Clydesdale is out of nrder.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: What we must ask
onrselves is whether we are to go on
borrowing all the {ime and increasing our
costs, the while we know we are suffering
and are likely to continue to suffer. How
ean we right the rosition in that way? The
position is mere difficult pow than it was
at the end of last session, When the pre-
vious emergeney Bill was hefore us, it was
a matter then of a clause which deleted Part
v from the Act. Now it is a guestion of
restoring what was Part V. of the Act which

Mr.

expived at the end of the year, Can the
position be so ridiculous that part and pareel
of an Aect which operated for two years
cannot now he put back?

The DEPUTY PRESIDEXNT: Order! We
will take that hurdle when we come to it,
though the lon. member is in order in re-
ferring to it.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I regret that the
amendment which appears on the addendum
to the Notice Paper is so long, but it had to
be long, and 1 should like members to go
thoroughly into it. If what was Part V. in
the Act that has lately expired is not again
included in the Bill we are now discussing,
disastrous results throughout the State will
follow and those results will affect every in-
dustry. Members should realise the desper-
ate position we are in at the present time.
There will have to e a great deal more than
an inerease in the price of wool before we
can get out of our troubles. Notwithstand-
ing the statements that have been made by
the Minister for Works who bad charge of
the Bill in another place that the Govern-
ment were determined to take a strong stand,
menheis in this Heuse will agree with me
when I say that the Bill must go back with
Part V. included, if it is desired to save the
Stale,

Hon. C. B. Williams: No surrender again.

Hon. C. . BAXTER : Reference was made
by the Premier to the members of this Cham-
her who are alout to retive, and he declared
that those members should not take an active
part in the consideration of a Bill of this
nature.

Hon. J. .J. Holines: We are not taking
that scriously.

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: A member is a
uember until he has actually retired, and I
am astonished at the Premier, who is the
leading man in this State where polities are
concerned, making snch an assertion. [ hope
that these members of this House who have
not gone away for a trip will nat take the
slightest notice of the Premier’s remarks.
There will be a great deal said in Committee
regarding the necessity for saving the State.
This can only be done by standing firm and
seeing that Part V. is restored. The Gov-
ernment may claim some right to deal with
the Public Service. but thex can claim ne
right to say what shall be done by private
industry, especially when there seems {o be
lurking behind that claim the thought that
whether an industry is to siuk or swim, it
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must be forced into doing what the Govern-
ment desire.

Hon. C. B. Willtams: You eclaim the right
to tell the Arbitration Court to do it.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The Government
did not reduce wages, but left it to the good
sense of the Arbitration Court to say
whether it was necessary to make a redue-
tion in any particular industry. The court
in its wisdom did make reductions, and those
reductions proved of great assistance to the
State. I urge members to stand firm and
declare that Part V., must go back.

HON. A. THOMSON (South East)
[5.56] : Mr. Deputy President——

Hon. C. B. Williams: Now we ghall hear
the “no surrender” stand.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The Minister told
the Hounse that we were passing through a
very serious posifion. I realise that a grave
responsibility is placed on the members of
the Legislative Counctl, and whilst there has
been a considerable amount of political
propaganda, I certainly think that we must
faece the position, not because the Govern-
ment have a mandate from the people, and
not from the point of view that one see-
tion of the community must derive sphecial
benefits. The real duty that devolves upon
‘he membhers of this House is to consider
what is best for the State as a whole, and 1
shall approach the subject, not flippantly.
bat seriously.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You could not be
flippant, you have not a free mind, and
von are not capable.

Hon. A. THOMSOX : If that interjection
had ecome from a responsible member of the
House. I would have asked you, Mr. Deputy
President, to ovder its withdrawal, but eom-
ing from the source it did, it is not worthy
of noliee,

Hon, €. B. Williams: You have proved
it.

Hon. A, THOMSON: We are certainly
agreed that the position is serions as far as
this particular class of legislation is econ-
cerned.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Yours is perscnal
arimesity to the Labour Party.

Hon. A. THOMSONXN : The position as T
view it is that a responsibility rests upon
the shoulders of the Government. They
defini‘ely said, “We must have this Bill or
no Bill at all.” 1Is that a spirit of ecom-
promise? I want to approach the position
in a spirit of compromise, if it is possible

te do so. 1 hope, Mr. Deputy President, you
will appreciate the fact that I have been
traduced in the Press, and attacked by the
Premier and the Minister for Works, while
derogntory statementz have been published
in the country newspapers. In those cir-
cumstances, L trust you will permit me to
refer to one or two poinis regarding the
conference of managers in the closing hours
of last session. I have been for many vears
a member of Parlioment and I always
understood that what took place at confer-
ences of managers representing the two
Houses was not divuiged beyond the four
walls of the conference room, Despite that,
I find tha' statements have been made re-
garding what took place in conference. Tt
has been said that Mr. Holmes and I lefd
the conference and sought permission to re-
sign our positions as managers. It is true
that we conferred with the President of the
Legislative Council, who told us that we
gould not vesign. Although it was carefully
omitted, it is also frue that I definitely and
distinetly said that we had to pursue =a
eourse that we considered was in the in-
teress of the State and that we had to stick
to our joh. For political purposes only, it
has Dbeen broadecast throughont the State
that we went to the eonference room pledged
ko certnin action, and that we could not
retive from the position we took up. The
best reply to those assertions is that Mr.
Holmes and I, seriously viewing our grave
responsihilities, strove for four hours, as far
as was humanly possible, to find a way out
of the difficulfy.

Hon, . H. Harris: And the other mana-
gers conld not meet you?

Ion. A. THOMSON: They would not
mect our views. It is all very fine for mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly and also of
this House to say that we were adama:t
and would nof budge.

Hon, C. B. Williams: You said that!

Hon. H. J. Yelland: Did you offer any
eompromise§

Hon. A, THOMSON: After four hours
of debate, Mr. Tolmes and I retired
in order to econfer, and to endeavonr to find
seme way of overcoming the difficulty. We
recognised our responsibility as members of
TParliament to safegunard the finances and
to conserve the interests of the people as a
whole.  On one hand, the Government de-
sired £115,000 for a section of the eivil
servants, and, on the other hand, we realised
that all the benefits that the privafe em-
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ployers had derived under ihe Finaneial
tmergency Act, which had inereased em-
ployment, were to go by the hoard., In
those circumstabees, the attitnde of the Gov-
etnment was: Heads we win, tails you lose.
We were told that the Government would
have to find £330,000 if the managers did
not come to an agreement. They refused io
continue the Act for another 12 months.
Therefore, T consider the responsibility for
the altitude of “no compromise™ lies equally,
il not more, with the Government than with
My, Holimes or me. I wish to refer briefly
to one statement that was made by the
Minister for Works, He said—

After the conferemee had proceeded for
some hours, and agreement was found to be
impossible, Messrs, Holmes and Thomson said
tiey would like to resign from the conference
beeuuse they had committed themselves to a
policy of no compromise. The conference ad-
journed to allow them to consult the Presi-
dent of the Legislative Council (Sir John
Kirwan), snd they asked his permission to
resign.  lle upbraided them for having been
so fuolish as to make the statements they did
prior to election, and told them that it was
constitutionally iinpossible for them to resign.

I broadeasting that statement, there was
a deliberate breach of confidence.

Hou. J. J. Holmes: And the statement
was not troe.

Hon, A, THOMSON: Of conrse not. We
cerfainly retired and the Honorary Miniz-
ter ¢came with us when the matter was to
be discussed. I am sure the Honorary Min-
ister is honourable enough to confirm my
statement in the President’s room. that we
would have to carry on with the job.

The Henorary Minister: That is all right
but what someone else said was also cor-
rect,

Hon. A. THOMSON: Sometimes half
{ruths are not quite correct.

The Honorary Minister: On a point of
order. Mr, Thomson has only quoted haif
truths. I do not desire to be drawn into
any discussion regarding whal took plaee in
the conference room. I suggest to Mr.
Thomson that he desist; otherwise I will
have to disclose the other half.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: And I will disclose
the other half, tco.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT : 1 think
Mr. Thomson has gone sufficiently far for
his purpose. Boiled down, the position is
thai, arising out of something alleged to have
been szaid when managers were being ap-
pointed by the Couneil, the House has de-

cided to accept the report in *“*Hansard”
regarding what was said on that oceasion.
The Honorary Minister lbas accepted the
“Hansard” report, and that being so, it
means that the words complained of were
not utfered.

Hon. A, THOMSON: I was pointing out
that Ay, Holmes and I retired from the con-
ference room to eonfer with yourself, Mr.
Deputy President, and the President of the
Council, and that was almost immediately
after we had met the managers from another
place It will be seen that there is a great
difference there. I also tauke exception to
another statement made by the Minister for
Works—

Because of the pledge made by Messrs.
Holnes and Thomson teo the members of the

Council who had eleeted them, the country
was in its present serions position.

Hon. K. H. Harris: Can you tell us on
what points the managers of the Assem-
bly were prepared to give way?

Hon, A. THOMSON: No. I desire to
abide by the traditional attitude regarding
conference matters and will not divulge anv
such information.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: T am glad
that the hon. member made that admission,
hecanse if he had not, T would certainly
have endeavonred to make him refrain from
doing so.

Hon. A. THOMSON: And you would
have acted properly. There has heen 2
greab deal of misrepresentation about this
matter, and it is seriously affecting me in
the country areas, particularly in my own
province. It is but ecommon justice to my-
self that I be given an opportunity to make
an explanation.

Hon, C. B. Williams: You must be more
eareful in foture.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: There are
a couple of Standing Orders respecting
whieh Mr., Williams would do well to he
careful.

Hon. A, THOMSON: Then again, I
find that the views of Labour, appearing
heneath the name of Mr. F. C. L. Smith,
AM.L.A., have been broadeast throughout the
conntry districts. T have a copv of the
“Albany Advertizer” of the 2nd January in
whieh an artiele appeared under Mr. Smith’s
name. Tt cantains the following:—

This section, which comprises a few Labour
renegades, who, with the natural attitude of

the apestate, are in the main uncompromis-
ingly hostile now to Lahpur legislation, scis
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up a type of opposition that even closes the
door to reason, rather than take the risk that
reason should prevail. Take, for instance, the
appointment of managers to confer with the
managers from the Assembly on the disagree-
ment arising out of the Financial Emergency
Act Amendment Bill. This surely was a
gathering for discussion that should have
been approached with a mind open to convie-
tion, But it was not s¢ approached by the
majority of the managers from the Legisla-
tive Council. The proof of this assertion
would not have been available had not the
Hon, J. J. Holntes, M.L.C., risen in his place
prior te the taking of the ballet to elect the
managers of the Council and, after reminding
the members of how he had looked after the
finances of the State for the past 15 years,
agsured them that if he was eleeted to the
conference of managers, his attitude would
be uncompromisingly one of no surrender.
The Hon. A, Thomson, M.I.C., followed, He
proceeded in an endeavour to outdo his fellow
member—

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: Impossible!
Hon. A. THOMSON :—

—in convineing those present of his inten-
tion to prove impervious to reason. He con-
formed =0 preeisely with the previous speaker
that it almost suggested rehearsal.

Unfortunately I did not have a copy of
the “Hansard” report at the time. I again
desire to place on record what I stated when
managers were appointed to meet those rep-
resenting another place. My statement,
acecording to the “Hansard” report, was—

I should like to make a personal explana-
tion. I wish to indicate that if the Committee
decide to elect me one of the managers, T will
adopt the same stand as Mr. Heolmes has
forecast.

Hon. C. B. Williams: And what was that?

Hon. A. THOMSON : If Mr. Williams de-
sires to be fair—generally speaking, I think
he is very fair—he will acknowledge that I
did not make the statement that Mr. F. C. L.
Smith, M.L.A., attributes to me, a statement
which has been Dbroadeast throughout my
province. In reply to the suggested uncom-
promising hostility of my attitude towards
Labour, may I quote my remarks in the
Conaeil on the 21st December, when I said-—

Tf the Government are in the happy posi-
tion of having an extra £1135,000 at their dis-
posal, I hope it will be distributed amongst
the unfortunate unemploved, and not amongst
people who are sufficiently fortunate in these
difficult times to have a permanent job.

Thus is swept away the much vaunted mis-
representation regarding my uncompromis-
ing hostility to Labour. My words show

that I am not antagonistic. [ entered the
conference of managers with an honest and
sincere desire to do what 1 considered to he
right.  On the one hand, there was a ques-
tion of £115,000 and private employers de-
prived of the benefits of the Financial
Emergency Act; on the other hand, it was a
question of £350,000, with the private em-
ployers still suffering as a result of being
excluded from the Act. In view of my atti-
tude, I strongly resent the statements that
hava been made for poltical purposes only.
Those who know me, know the assertion to
he eonfrary to the facts. They know that I
am not opposed to decent wages heing paid.
For many years I was an employer of lah-
our on a hig scale, and the men who
worked for me were satisfied with their
lot. They recognised that I was a good em-
ployer because some of them remained with
me for 30 years. I knew I had good men,
and 1 required their services for that period.
There must have heen mutual satisfaction,

or that position could not have continued.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I was uxpressing
regret that for political reasons I had heen
accused of adopting a hostile and un-
compromising attitude to Labour. Surely
we ean approaeh this subject imbued with
the desire to meet the needs of the State.
We have heard much about equality of saeri-
fice. The preamble to the Bill contains the
following words:—

A plan was agreed upon for re-establishing
the financial stability of the Commonwealth
and States and restoring industrial and gen-
eral prosperity by means involving a common
sucerifice,

No Government except that of the Common-
wealth has been in a position to restore any
of the reductions made under the Premiers’
Plan, We asked the people of Western Ans-
tralin to make a eommon sacrifice, and it can
truthfnlly be said that all sections responded
well, if not cheerfully. Even though the
newly elected Assembly would place the
people of Western Australia in the position
of having to make a second saerifice, surely
it is the duty of the Council, if possible, to
prevent that happening. I we continue in
the direction indicated by the Government,
the time will soon come when we shall have
to make drastie retrenchments in the publie
service and drastic enrtailments to other zer-
vices, as well as to call upon the people to
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make additional sacrilives. The Government
claim that they have a mandate from the
people, and that it isx the Government's
responsibility to find the additional money
required under this measure. [ differ from
that view. It is our duty to safeguard the
interests of the {axpayers if we believe that
an undue burden is likely to he imposed
upon them. While the Government mayv
claim that they have a mandate for their
actton, T also elaim that T have a mandate
from my clectors. T was returned pledged
to oppose any increase in taxation, and I
was alse pledged to do my best to ensuve that
the desperate position of the primary pro-
ducers received attention, So far the Gov-
ernment have not shown any evidence of
intention to extend relief tn that section of
workers, who, so far from being on the basic
wage, are in a very parlous position. With
the exception of wool this vear, all primary
commodities are at the lowest price level
touched at any time during my residence in
Western Australia, and [ have been here for
0 veavs, The prices being ohtained by the
producers of wheat, hutter, potatoes, eggs
andl fruit are so low that, unless an improve-
ment occurs very roon, there will be nothing
but financial bankruptey for them. T have
i dufy to perform to the whole of the people
of the State, and T deplore the fecling that
the Bill has engendered. S0 far ag is
humanly possible, we should approach the
consideration of the Bill in a spirit of
“Come let us reason together,” and should
Jointly consider what is deemed hest for the
well-heing of the State. If we ean veduce
the defteit, provide profitable employment
for the workless and do whatever lies in our
power to seeure a payahle price tn. our
primary producers for their commodities, a
mea=ure of this kind will not long he re-
quired. [ agree with a view expressed hy
the member for North-East Fremantle (M,
Tonkin}, who, when the measure was being
discussed in another place, voiced the fear
that ils passing might affect the starving
and the worklesz. I am proud to mect that
hon. member on common ground. Let us
analyse the Government's proposal. A sum
of .fllﬁ,l)OO is proposed to e handed out to
men who are already in constant employ-
ment. [f that s were distributed, az [
should like ta see it distributed, it would
provide work on full time at £3 per week for
737 men for n whole year. T want the people
of Western Australia to realize my position.

When we gnve the Government authority to
increase the financial emergency tax up to
. in the pound, we did so on a distinct
understanding—a  statement made in this
House by the Chief Secretary that fthe
money was absolutely required to provide
work for the unemployed. 1If the Govern-
ment have £113,000 available, it would be
far better to spend it on providing work for
a whole year for TA7 men rather than hand
the money to men whe already have constant
employment. To spend the maney as [ have
sugeested would mean that a greater sum
would he put into eireulation, Naturally the
eople who are fortunate enongh to have
emnstant work can alwavs do with 2 little
more ineney, but contrast their position with
that of thousands of men who to-day are not
receiving the equivalent of the basic wage
for full time work. Tf we said to 737 men
that we could give them £3 per week for a
full year T think they would reply, “Thank
God for at least one construetive act” As
I stated when discussing the Bill of last
session, if the money is available, it should
be given to the workless instead of to those
who have constant employment, T thag
were done, 737 men would immediately be
made tree of the dole which, unfortunately,
thex are compelled to draw at present. If
the money were made available to men who
have to leave their homes and go intp the
bush to find work, they would be mueh hap-
pier and their position would he improved,
The Honorary Minister stated that the Pre-
mier took the £115000 into consideration
when preparing his Estimates. T have
searched diligently for a reference to that
amount; I have endeavoured to find men-
tion of it when the Estimates were submit-
ted to another place, or when the Bill em-
bodying the Estimates was presented to us,
but I have failed to find any reference what-
ever to the amount. I stated on the 2lst
December that the alterations to the Finan.
cial Emergency Act proposed by the Gov-
ernment constituted a distinet breach of
faith with this House, and T still maintain
that I gravely doubt whether this House
would have agreed to inerease the emergency
tax up to 9d. in the pound if we had thought
that the Government intended to bring down
this piece of legislation. The Chicf Seere-
tary told us that £317,000 was required from
the financial emergener tax and that, if it
were not granted, we would have to face a
defieit of £1,250,000. There are some people
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who state that we have turned the corner.
I wish I could agree with them. I admif that
there is a slightly better feeling abroad and
that the increased price of woel lLas jm-
proved the outlook for the people engaged
it the sheep industry, but all other sections
of primary producers have nothing but bank-
rptey staring them in the face. Very few
people under the group seitlement scheme,
on which the State has expended close on
£10,000,004, are in a position to meet their
interest hills. That is due to no fault on
their part; the price of butter fat is lower
than ever it haz been. The same diflicult
position econfronts the wheatgrowers, Though
[ have not lost faith in the future of West-
ern Australia, I still contend that the State
has not vet turned the corner. T stood firm
on the 21st December last. T said then, and
{ repeat pow, that if the Governmeni ars
in the bappy positon of having an exbra
£115,000 at their disposal, 1 hope the money
will be distributed amongst the untortunate
nuemployed, and not amongst these who ave
lucky enough in these difficult times to have
permanent positions. T support the seeond
reading, but I hope the Government will
agree to meet this House in some way. If
we can meet in a spirit of compromise, much
good may be aceomplished. I hope thal in-
stead of men who are honestly endeavouring
to do what they think is best for the State
ns a whole being nusrepresented purely for
political purposes, all sections of this House
and another place will try as far as is
humanly possible to work together to extraet
Western Australia from the present unfor-
tunate parlous position in wineh it finds
itself.

HON. G. W. MILES (Norlh) [7.46}:
Although 1 took no part in the debate on
the previous measure, L should now like to
make my position clear, T wisk to thank
the Press for the eompliment they paid me,
as well as my colleague Mr. Rose, in giving
prominence to the part we took in recvrd-
ing our votez bul in refraining from talk-
ing. On that oceasion I followed my col-
league Mr. Holmes, and was pleased to he
in his company in the stand he tock up. The
Premiers’ Plan was started two years too
late. I wish to pay a tvibute to the late Sir
Robert Gibson for the prominent part he
took in saving this eountry [romn going alfo-
gether on the rocks.  One section of the local
I'ress published some glaring headlines re-

ferring to “The Wages Cut,” and to the
Legislative Council having taken the business
out of the hands of the Government. That
section of the Press misled the public. It
was unt a wages cut. It was n restora-
tion of wages. The Legislative Couneil
re-enacted  the emergency legislation. 1F
anyone was to blame it was the Government
for net eoming to a compromise with the
Council. The Bill was dropped throngh no
fault of ihis Chamber. @ am proud of tle
vote 1 cast on that oceasion, and proud, too,
of the action taken by this Chamber in let-
ting the people of the country see the exaes
position as it stands,

Hon. C. B. Williams: It will suit me if
they stiek,

Hon. G. W. MILES: This House has no
option but tu pass the Bill, with amendments.
This is the position as it seems to me. Let
me take the first part of the performance of
the Government. in regard to financial emerg-
ency. Thev went to the Loan Couneil whicl
granted them an extra £100,000, on the
understanding that they would budget for a
deficit of £750.000. [ understand fhat was
the undertaking given by the Premier at the
tirst Loan Council meeting he attemled atter
his election. That pledged the Government
to live within their ineome. The Honorary
Minisler sloted to-night that they had pro-
vided for this amount of 110,000 on the
Fatimates, hut that was never announced to
the public,

The Honorvary Minister: That is not what
T said.

Hon. . W. MILES: T understond the
Hounorary Minister 1o say that the Premier
had already provided for this when he was
framing his Estimates.

The Houorary Minister: That is se. I
quoted an amount of between £110,000 and
£115,000 for the full year. Members might
take that into econsideration. We have
passed the half-venr atready,

Hon, G. W, MILES: T am toking the Full
vear into account,

The Honorary Minister: The Estimates are
submilted to cover the financial year.

Hon. G- W. MILES: We have heard a
lot about the mandate that was given to the
Government hy the people. I understand
the Premier said that drastic amendments
would be made to the emergeney legislation.
T take it the second performance came when
they introduced the emergeney tax Bill, a
drastie amendment, T was in aecord with
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that taxation measure, but I mainiain ii
thould have been brought down by the Mit-
chell Government in 1930. We would nor
then have found owmrselves in the position
that we occupy to-day, ’

Hon. 1. J. Helmes:
spent it all.

Hon. G. W. MILES: We should not have
had the volume of unemployment we have
to-day had there been in power a (lovern-
ment strone enough to tackle the position.
If we had been led by a statesman of the
cowrage of Sir George Turner, during the
erinis in Vietoria in the nineties, this conntry
would not have been in the position it iz in
to-day.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: And would net have
been running a lottery to keep out of debt,

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: The most awful
piffle in the world.

Hon, G. W. MILES: What is?

Hon. A. AL Clydesdale: The wayv some of
yon talk,

Hon. . W. MILES: When I have fin-
ished the hon. member ean have his sav. 1If
e can enlighten the taxpavers more than I
can, he will have his opportunity. Let him
et on his feet when the time ecomes. He
will probably get someone to type his speech
for him and will then read it.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. G, W. MILES: These unseemly in-
terjections are out of order, I am one of the
silent members of the House. T have given
other members every opportunity to talk,
and new [ am going to have my say for a
few minutes.

Hon. C. B, Williams : Hear, hear! I sup-
pose it is your own specch you are making?

Hon. G. W. MILES: 1t is not typed for
nme by someone else, I agree that the finan-
cial emergency tax should have been intro-
duced years before. It was understood by
this House that if we agreed to pass that
tax, there would be no other interference
with the emergeney legisiation, If that was
the understanding, and I think it was, it was
a question of praetically obtaining the tax
nnder false pretences by inducing the Coun-
¢il to agree to it. It was stated that if there
was any surplus it would go towards redue-
ing the deficit, and not paid to a seetion of
the Civil Service,

Hon. C. B, Williams: Where did voun get
that?

FHon. G. W. MILES: When the tax
measure was going through I do net think

They would have

the Government had any idea of bringing
down this amending legislation. They were
stampeded into it by the Trades Hall and
the socialistie element of the Labour Party,

Hon. ¢. B. Williams: The communistic
portion.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Not by the right-
thinking section,

Hon. C. B. Williams: By the communists.

Hon. G. W, MILES: T take exception to
the arrogant manner in which the Minister
for Works introduced the amending
Bill in another place last session. When
the leader of the Opposition asked
where the money was to come from,
he had the aundaeity to say it had nothing to
do with the TLeader of the Opposition,
although he was a representative of the tax-
payers, but that the Government would find
the money. Who are the Government? The
taxpayers of the ecountry! We, too, in this
House represent the irxpayers. Before we
agree to this Bill it is the duty of the Gov-
ernment to tell us where the money is to
comne from. The Government through this
Bill have set out to placate a section of the
Civil Serviee, imen receiving 9s. ahove the
basic wage. T understand it is to Denefit
men reeciving from £184 to £293 per annum.

Hon. C. B. Williams: They
wealthy, are they not?

Hon. G. W. MILES: I agree with My,
Thomson, Tf the Government have £] 10,000
to spend, their duty is to hand it to the
Minister for Employment, whe every day
and through every issue of the newspaper
states that he is trying to find money
for the unemployed. The money could
be used for reproductive works. Ac-
cording to the Minister's statement,
there are 3,000 families on sustenance
to-dny. That money could better be spent,
by employing those people on reproductive
works. For instance, a sewage farm could
be established. That would be a reprodue-
tive work and this beautiful river of ours
would no longer be polluted. A certain
number of the unemployed eonld be sent ont
into the country to destroy vermin. That
would he a work of great natiopal benefit,
and would help not only the wheat farmer
but the lumper as well. The Leader of the
House the other day talked about the man
on the breadline being protected, The Hon-
orury Minister spoke in the same strain, as
also did other members of the West Pro-
vinee. One would think they were the only

are very
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pecple who had any consideration for the
man on the bread line. I sbould like to
know if they are sincere in the arguments
they used. I have bheard Mr. Tom
Moore talk on the same lines. He spaoke
as if he specially represented the man on
the bread line. Where does his consisténey
come in when he follows a Government that
will take £110,000 to give to men who are
already receiving between £200 and £300
a year? We are told that 3,000 £families are
still on sustenance. 'Where is the consis-
tency of the so-called representatives of the
nmen on the bread line?

Hon. C. B. Williams: I thought you were
worrying about the private employees.

Hon. G. W. MILES: The (Government
have appointed a disabilities committee to
prepare a case for submission to the Fed-
eral Government with a view to securing a
further grant for Wesfern Australia. What
will that committee say when they come to
put their case before the authorities?

Hon. C. B. Williams: We are going to
secede.

Hon. G. W, MILES: The Federal Gov-
ernment will say, “You have £110,000 to give
your employees; you do not want any fur-
ther concessions from wus.” I should
like to quote from the table which
the disabilities committee are prepar-
ing to put Dbefore the Federal Gov-
ernment, This deals with the approxi-
mate amount of revenue collected by the
Commonwealth in Western Australia, Un-
der the heading of Direet Taxation we find
—Inecorie tax, £980,000; land tax, £16,000;
entertainment tax, £12,000, The Iast-
named tax has been handed over to us
by the Commonwealth, and the State Gov-
ernment are now collecting it. Other items
are: Estate duty, £39,000; sules tax, £497.-
000; Custorns and Fxeise, £1,833,000 (on
a population basis): other revenue, £232,
000; a total of £3,701,000 that the Common-
wealth Government are collecting from
Western Australia. Then there is expendi-
ture by the Commeonwealth in and on be-
half of the State; contributions towards
interest on State debts, £474,000; contribu-
tions towards sinking fund on State debts,
£119,000; special grant, £300,000, That
£300,000 has since been increased hy £200,-
000 compared with what the Mitehell Gov-
ernment obtained and another £100.000 which
the Collicr Government obtained, making a
total of £600,000. Other items are: firants

for roads, £348,000; invalid and old age
pensions, £678,000; war pensions, £731,000;
maternity allowaneces, £28,000; bounties,
£73,004; interest on transferred properties,
ineluding post office, £15,000; post office
profit, £13,000; total, £2,753,000. Further
items are, departmental expenditure,
£711,000; unemployment relief, £16,000;
war inlercst and sinking fund, eic, after
dedueting interest repaid by States on
loans for soldier settlement, £329,000; losses
on railways on a population basis, £52,000;
territories of the Commonwealth, £49,000;
a total of £4,410,000. Then there is pro-
vision for payment of invalid and old-
age pensions, 1932-33, £B4,000, making
a  total of £4,494000. This repre-
senting a Dbenefit to Consolidated Rev-
enue of £793,000. The bhenefit per
head of population is £1 17s. Td.
That is the benefit which Western Austra-
lia derives from the Commonwealth, and
I am quoting a table whieh is being sub-
mitted in sapport of the case for a bigger
Commonwealth grant. The table should be
submitted hv the Comonwealth as a rea-
son why the State should not in future
get so much as it got in the past. There
is another table setting out the revenue col-
lected by the Commonwealth—£3,701,000,
less Customs and Excise duties as per ap-
pendix 29, £1,835,000, leaving a Dalance of
£1,866,000; plus aetnal Customs and Ex-
cise collected in Western Australia, £1,704,-
539, This is the point I want to make. It
is stated here that if Eastern States im-
ports were subject to the same duties and
charges as oversea imports, the amount
would be £2,548000, making a total of
£6,208,539: leaving, less Commonwenith
expenditure of £4,494,000, a surplus avail-
able to the State Treasury of £1,714,539,
If the taxpayvers pay an extrn £2,548,000 in
Customs, the State will have a sorplus of
some £1,700,000. That is the case whieh
is being put up to the Disabilities Roval
Commission. The Federal Government
should turn this State down with a thud
and give it no further consideration what-
ever.

The Honorary Minister: Should not the
hon. member quote, in conjunetion with
those tables, the statements of the commit-
tee that eompiled them?

Hon, G. W, MILES: Yes, but thoze are
the figures in the tables as they stand
there.
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The Honorary JMinister: Why not quote
the statements?

Hon. G. W, MILES: Surely the Honor-
ary Minister does not expect me to read
the wheole of the report?

Members: No.

Hon, G. W. MILES: In this State we are
paying higher wages than are paid in other
States, and higher workers’ compensation.
South Ausiralia has 50 per cent. more
population than Western Australia, and
Western Australia has 40 or 30 per cent.
more members of Parliament than South
Australia, and pays them about 30
per cent more salary than South
Australin pays its members,  Again, we pay
less taxation than is paid in the other States.
Yeb the secessionists, or T will say the people

who think of going to the Common-
wealth——
Hon. A. Thomson : Is this an anti-

secession gpeech?

Hon. G. W. MILES: No; but 1T want to
show, ns between the State and the Common-
wealth, why the Western Australian Govern-
ment should not earmark £100,000 to be
given to a section of their supporters instead
of being unsed to reduce the deficit. T had
the pleasure of meeting an ex-Federal
Treasurer before the present State Govern-
ment came into power, and [ told him my
private opinion, that the only way to get the
people of Western Australia to realise the
position was to refuse them any further
credit.

Members: Oh!

Hon. C. B. Williams: What a patriot!

Hon. G. W, MILES: I am out to save
Western Australia from itself. The present
Government, like the Mitchell Government,
will borrow from anyone at any time and at
any price. Each man, woman and child in
Waestern Australia now owes over £200.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Ovder! I
may remind the hon. member that we are
dealing with financial emergency legislation.

Hon, G. W. MILES: Am I not eonnecting
up my argument with that legislation? Let
me quote the taxation of Western Australia
as compayed with that of the other States.
Western Australian taxation is £2 19s, 6d.
per head, South Australia £4 14s. 3d., Vie-
toria £4 10s, 4d., New South Wales £6 9s,
3d., Queensland £5 4s. 6d., the Common-
wealth £8 10s, 10d, And vet we have a Dis
ahilities Committee, and a Government that
spend every available peuny, going te the
Commonwealth for further grants instead of

getting down to business and running the
State on business lines. As regards the
Public Service, I have heard that they ask,
“Why should one section of the community
be penalised?”’ ] wish to draw the attention
of the Public Service to the Fact that the de-
presston struck us in 1930, and that if the
Government then in power had had the
necessary courage, 20 per eent. of the public
servatits would have been dismizsed; and the
same course would have been adepted in the
Commenwealth and the other States as well.
Then there would have leen no need for the
20 per cent. cut in salaries. But the kind-
hearted, dear old Premier of the day said,
“No: we must keep every man employed;
but we must ask you eivil servants to ke
a sacrifice of 20 per cent.” To this the pub-
lic servuuts agreed, The present Govern-
ment are as weak as the previous one, [
we had a (overnment strong enongh to re-
trench State employees and run the Public
Service on business lines, the drones
could be weeded out and the men and
women remaining in the Public Service
would be given decent salaries. In that way
we could save the £350,000. When the Iall
in prices came, 20 per cent. of the civil ser-
vants should have been dismissed, as was
done in Victoria during the nineties. The
rest of the people in work would have paid
Income tax, and there is no fairer taxation
in the world than that imposed on people
}vho have alveady made money. Taxation of
1ncome earners is a fair means of getting the
unemployed back to work. With regard to
l’n.rt. V. and private employers, in iy
opinion  the course proposed means that
there umust he additional unemployment, T
do not altogether blame the present Grovern-
ment for that aspeet. T know that for two
years [ took part in a conference, not as a
member of Parliament but as a representa-
tive of an organisation which, in turn, repre-
sented 95 per ceni, of the primary prbducers
of this ecountry, We sent deputation after
deputation to the late Government fo try to
wet them to amend the Arbitration Aet -and
the Workers' Compensation Act. However
as Mr. MeCallum stated to-day, this is nc;
place for such amendments. As to that, Alr.
MeCallum is right: but the amendments
should be made. If the present Ciovernment
will bring down a Bill giving Parliament a
chance to make those amendients——

Hon. G. Fraser: The preseut Govermment
will never do that. No surrender!
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Hon. G. W, MILES : W¢ want to be
placed in the same position as the Eastern
States. We cannot pay more for an eyve or
an arm or a leg than is paid in the Eastern
States. We cannot pay a higher basic wage
than is paid in the Eastern States and still
cxpect to compete in the mavket. Either the
Eastern States must come up {o our level or
we muost get down to theirs. Hon. members
who are out to secure the greatest good for
the greatest number will realise that that is
the proper method. However, the Govern-
ment have not the necessary courage to do
what is needed. They ave dictated fo by the
red element of Beaufort-street, which eomes
up berc and holds a meeting in Parliament
House. The business of the country is held
up while that element confers with the Gov-
erament of the day, telling them not to com-
promise. I am astounded at the attitude
adopted by the Leader of the National Party
and the Leader of the Country Party in an-
other place.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I under-
stand that the hon. member is alluding to a
debate of last year.

Hon. G, W. MILES: Certainly, Sir; not
a debate of this session. I am astounded
that those two leaders in anather place took
the side of the socialistic Government which
declared that this Couneil had no right to
dictate to the Collier Government, returned
by the people with a mandate, waving a flag
inscribed “Collier will fight.” Why are the
Nationalisis and the Country Party support-
ing him? Those leaders had the audacity to
suy that the financial poliey of the Ntate was
not the business of the Council. The mem-
hers of this Counell are elected to review
the hasty legislation of another place, especi-
ally in view of the weak Opposition else-
where.

Hon. C. B. Williams: That is hardly fair.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Weak in point of
nombers, I mean. When the members of
those partics in another place go hefore their
wakers, those makers will have something
to say as to whether we of the Legishative
Couneil have a right to see that Government
expenditure is made in a proper manner.

Hon. . Fraser: You are not game to give
all the clectors of Western Australia an
opportunity to speak as to that.

flon. G. W. MILES: There are some who
have a great deal to say about the mandate
the present Government have from the peo-

ple.  Refore Mr. Fraser was born, the

Lahour Party was in  existence and at
each  election  received a  mandate fo
abolish the Legislative Council. Will the
members of the Legislative Council allow
the Labour Party to do that? Certainly
not.  And neither shall we allow them to do
what they like with the finances of the coun-
try, without our having a say or the tax-
payers knowing where the money is coming
from. There is this windfall of about
£118,000. I think the first time I read of
it was in a Sunday paper. Before a num-
ber of the present members of Parliament
were in this State, or perhaps were born, we
had statesmen governing Western Australia.

Mr. Clydesdale by way of interjection
a little while ago, told wus what his
grandfather  said 30 vears ago.  The

grandfathers of some of the present mem-
bers pushed them out of the other States
and they came here and started to ruin this
couniry for us. They put us in the posi-
tion we are in to-day—on the rocks. We
had statesmen in those days. Sir John l'or-
rest, when he horrowed money, provided a
sinking fund to liquidate the debt. We see
in this morning’s paper that £908,000, which
was borrowed by the State 40 years ago and
which carried interest at 1 per ecent, per
annum, fell due to-day and was more than
covered hy the sinking fund which had
accumulated in London. I understand the
sinking fund had accumulated before we
were foolish enough to hand over our hor-
rowing powers to the Federal Government
under the Financinl Agreement, which was
the first nail in our coffin of unifieation. In
my opinion, the State is entitled to that
oney, but the Government are nof entitled
to use it for political purposes, to placate
some of their supporters. In my opinion,
that money should he used to liquidate our
liabilities.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: How dn vou reckon
it will be used?

Hon. . W. MILES: As the JMinister
says. The present Government, in the same
way as previous Governments did, will eol-
lar any cash they can lay their hands on.
I do not say the present Government are
worse than previous Governments. They are
all tarred with the same brush, They took
forestry money, with the consent of Parlia-
ment; one vear they took it without the
consent of Parliament. They wused trust
money, The Government got the £11,000
from the entertainments tax, withont which
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they said they eould not balance their Bud-
gei. After getting all that ecash, they come
along and say, “We have been hoodwinking
you people: we have had this £110,000 up
our sleeve.” Do you eall that henest? Do
you not think that the taxpavers of this
State, who find the money, have a right to
know where the money is coming from? I
say the attitude adopted by the Government,
particularly by the Minister for Works, wlho
was in charge of the Bill in another place,
in refusing, as they did last vear, to give
the taxpavers the information through the
Leader of the Qpposition, i5 wrong. We
wunt to get that information before we agree
to the Bill. We must agree to the second
reading of the Bill; but, as I said hefore,
if we had a Government with the courage to
haudle the civil service as 1t should be
handled and put it on business lines, it would
not matter whether we agreed to the Bill
or not, becanse we could save £350,000.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdule: What would vou
do with those ¢ivil servauts who were dis-
charged?

Hon, G. W. MILES: Have I not already
told the hon. member? Has he not the
capacity to understand? The emergency tax
could be increased to ls. We only pay £2
19s. per head in taxation here, agninst £3
and £5 paid in the other States.

Hon. A. M. Clyvdesdale: You would in-
crease taxation?

Hon. G. W, MILES: Yes, to bring it up
to the level of that in the other States. I
am not advoeating further borrowing, and
leaving the load for posterity to carry,

Hon. A. M. Clvdesdale: Poor old pos-
terity !

Hon. G. W, MILES: My opinion is that
we should pass the second reading of the
Bill, but that we should amend it to make it
aeree with the original Financial Emnergeney
Act. T would suggest as a compromise that
we re-enact the measure with amendments for
31X months, or four months. We see hy the
Press—I do not know whether a certain sec-
tion of the Press is run hy the Labour Gov-
ernment or whether the Lahour Government
is running that section of ihe Press—that
the House is to meet in March to consider
the secession Bill. Parliament conld then
he given an opportunity of amending the
Arhitration Act and the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Act.

Hon. C. B. Wilhams:
it

They would not do

Hon. G, W, MILES: The Government

may not he prepared to compromise
butc we are.  We nust review hasty
legislation rushed wup to this Chammber

in the closing hours of a session. The
£110,000 at the disposal of the Government
should be hunded to the Minister for Em-
plurment so as to enable him to find work
for the 3,000 families that ave still on sus-
tenance.  [¢ should not be given to a section
ol the civil service who are above the bread-
line, If the Government will not agree
te that, may 1 roake another sugges-
tion? [ think they will agree to some
of the suggestions I make. 1f noi,
they will not get their Bill through.
My next suggestion is that the Government
should distribute the #£110,000 among all
the eivil servants in a proportional manner,
say, 10 per cent. to the lower paid servants
and 5 per cent. to the higher paid servants.
They should also veduce still further the
salaries of members of Parliament to £400.

Hon. G. Fraser: You would give the
man ou £1,000 5 per cent., and nothing to
the man on £480,

Hou. G. W, MILES: I would nof do any-
thing of the sort. I would ask the hon.
member to listen and reason a little. I said
that instead of giviag the £110,000 to a sec-
tion of the e¢ivil service, pandering to the
pets of the party—that is the way I put it
—they should distribute it amongst all the
eivil servants.  All the ecivil servanis con-
tributed to the ent. Personally I would not
want it back. If it were equivalent to a re-
fund ol 10 per cent. all round, perhaps the
Government wonld restore § per cent or 14
per ccnt. to the lower-paid ecivil servant,
and 3 per cent. or 5 per cent, to the higher-
paid servants. Those are my views and,
had they been carried out before, this coun-
try would not be in the position it oceupies
to-day, and we would not have had all the
senzational Press headings about restoration
of salary ents. Tt is simply a proposal to
inerease salaries. I suppotrt the second read-
ing of the Bill.

HON. C. B. WILLIAMS (Sontk) [3.22}:
T infend to be brief. I did not sapport the
Aet in the first place. 1 voted for an
amendment of the provisions, much against
the grain, The position is not altered. T
am very pleased about the wonderful fight
this Couneil put up fo preserve its rights,
and T wan* to sympathise with the mana-
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gers of the House, the Honorary Minister,
Mr. Holmes and Mr, Thomson. I do not
blame them for the result which happened.
I blame the majority of the members of this
Chamber who put them in that position.
I intend to quote from “Hansard.” With
all due respect, the Honorary Minister is not
myself, nor am I he. I know what was said
by the hon, gentlemen and T know they were
clected by the members of this House to re-
present this Chamber on a ‘no-surrender”
basis. I will read what Mr. Holmes had to
say and what Mr. Thomson said, and if
anybody can link the two statements up with
what was actually said, then I am a Duteh-

man,

Hon. G W. Miles: You are a Dutchman.

Hon. C. B, WILLIAMS: Mr. Holmes
said—I want to be fair—

T have been approached by a nutnber of
members of the House who have suggested
that I shonld be one of the managers. For
the last 15 years I have been dealing with
the finances of the State, pointing out where
the drift commenced and where it will endl.
During this gession I was on 2 managers’ ¢on-
forence on the Financial Emergeney Tax Bill,
and at that conference we were told that
gvery available penny would be_required to
keep within the agreed upon deficit; and that
+f more money than expected should be de-
rived from that tax, it would go towards
redueing expenditure.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Ts the hon. member
in order in discussing that?

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Why bring that up?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: T am not satis-
fied with the members of this House, who
are responsible for bringing me down to
this hot hole. Mr. Holmes proceeds—

What I am doing is being done to facilitate
business. If elected one of the managers for
this House, I will go to the conference deter-
mined to adhere to the poliey T have advo-
cated for the last 15 years. That is what I

mean to say.
The President: The ballot will be taken

under Standing Order 332.

Now, if you can connect this up with what
was said by Mr, Folmes, I am a Dutehman.
The report proceeds—

Mor. A. Thomson: 1| should like to
make a personal explanation. T wish to
indieate that if the Committee decide to elect
me one of the managers, I will adopt the same
stand as Mr. Holmes has forecast.

That is nuite different from what Mr.
Tolmes has said. There is something miss-
ing. Mr. Holmes said something which Mr.

Thomson backed up, because I immediately
got up and said this—

Since there arc so many personal explana-
tions going, I wish to make one. We know
now what to expeet from the two members
who have spoken, but if I should be clected
one of the managers, goodness only Kknows
what will happen. :

That is enough. Definitely, they put their
cards on the table. I voted for the motion,
but no matter what occurred, they went to
that conferenee with their hands absolutely
tied.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Does the hon. member accept the ‘‘Han-
sard’’ version as correct?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I am aeccepting
my own hearing.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I ask the
hon, member, as I did the Honorary Min-
ister, if he aceepts the ‘*Hansard’'' version
as correet?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I do not know
if yom have any power to ask me what I
aceept,

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 am ask-
ing you.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: You have no
power to ask me what I aceept.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! 1
have power to stop the hon. member, as I
stopped the Honorary Minister. I ask the
hon. member if he accepts the ‘‘Hansard”’
version as a statement of what did happen
in this Chamber?

Hon. ¢. B, WILLIAMS: I am not an-
swering the question.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Then the
hon. member will not proceed any further
on those lines.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Very well, if
that is vour ruling. T do not want to raise
an arguemeént.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I am ex-
tending the same treatment to the hon.
member as I did to the Honorary Minister.
I asked him the same question. The Minis-
fer submitted, and said he did agree that
what was contained in ‘‘Hansard’’ was
correct.

Hon, ¢. B. WILLIAMS: T am not the
Honorary Minister.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT : As the hon.
member docs not agree that what is eon-
tained in ‘‘Hansard’’ is a correct version
of what took place, he must ask for the
shorthand notes taken by the reporter at
the time, to be read to the Couneil.
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Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: My hearving is
Just as good as that of the reporier.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Never mind
about your hearing.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Very weil, 1
have said what I wanted to say.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I ask the
hon. member, before I allow him to proceed
further, if he aceepts the “Fansard” ver
sion of what happened as correct?

Hon, C. B. WILLIAMS: I do not know
that you are in a posiiion to ask me gnes-
tions, T am a member of this House
and

The DEPUTY PRESIDEXNT: The hon.
member was about to read somethine into
the ““1fansard’? report that is mnot con-
tained in it. That is why T stopped fim.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: That may be
your interpretation. I how to vour ruling,
as, evidently, von seem to know what is in
my briin better than I do.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The hon.
member was about to suggest omething
not contained in ‘‘Hansard’® and | asked
him, as I asked his Leader, if he accepted
the “Hansard”™ version as correet.

Hon. C. B. WILLITAMS: I am not an-
swering questions unless I choose. I want
to say Lhat the Governmeni of the State
were elected with a mandate from the peo-
ple. No malter how members attempt to
wriggle out of it, cvery (Goverrment in
Australia that fostered legislation of this
kind was defeated on the hustings, The
Federal Labour Government, the South
Ausiralian  Labour Government., and the
Mitehell Covornment in this Seate were
all defeated. In this Staie only two Min-
isters were re-elected out of five that went
to the country, What right have wembers
of this Chamber, who represent only a
third of the electors that the members of
another place represent, and whe go fo
the country every six years, to eny
the Government the right to legislate
as they choose? T agree thaf this Bill re-
presents an attempt to restore to the work-
ers of the country some of the things that
were taken away from them, under the im-
pression that lower wages were going to
henefit the people of the State.

Hon. L., B. Bolton: They did.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: They did! I
makes me smile to think about it. They
did nothing of the sort.
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Hon, L. B, Bolton: They gave nwure em-
ploswent to the workers.

Hon. . B. WILLTAMS: They forced
thousands of unemployed workers into
camps in various parts of the State. What

was doue did nof result in the employment
of anvhody, buat reduced the spending cap-
acity of the people of the State as a whole,
and frightened people into not spending
money, which was the worst feature.

Hon. H. J. Yelland: Now tell ns what
higher wages would have done,

Hon, C. B. WILLTAMS: If T stayved up
all night telling the hon., member what the
effect of higher wages wounld be, he would
not listen, and I would be merely wasting
time. JMMembers representing country dis-
tricts are always telling us that if the farmers
could get double the price for wheat, the
State would be prosperous. Does that not
apply equally to men in other walks of life?
Of course it does, because the more a man
gets, the more he spends. That is the type
of ecitizen that counts, not the fellow whe
hoards his money. That tvpe of individual
is absolutely useless to the State. If a man's
wages are suddenly reduced by 223 per cent,,
it means that he must spend less, merely be-
cause he gets less. Because his wages have
been reduced, he hecomes seared of a fur-
ther reduetion and that means still less ex-
penditure. The present Governnient are
paying an inereased amount fo sustenance
workers and have endeavoured to place them
on the basie wage hasiz. Since that policy
was introduced, prosperity las been fairly
evident throughout the State, compared with
the position some time back.

Hon. W, J. Mann: Taxation has been in-
creased too.

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS : M. Miles showed
the position regarding taxation, and indi-
cated thai Western Australia ranks lowest
in the Commonwealth. There iz plenty of
roow for improvement there,

Hon. W. J. Mann: What, more taxation!

Hon. €. B. WILLIAMS: Yes.

Hon. W, J. Mann: You advoeate that
when vou go up for election next time, and
see where vou get.

Hon, €. B. WILLIAMS: [ am advocat-
ing it now, I advoeate that those who are
prosperous he made to pay.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Well, vou try it next
Lhue.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: [ intend to do
so. I would not tax the man in receipt of
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£1 or £1 10s. a weck, and never have done
s0. T am consistent, because I voied against
the Financial Emergency Act when it was
introduced by the previous Government and
it goes ngninst the grain for me to vote for
the Bill though it is a little different. T'or
my part I hope the Council will fight. I
love a fight, and T hope the (Jovernment will
stick to their guns right through. Ti will
do me. My policy would he: No surrender.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: Did von say that?

Hon. €. B. WILLTAMS: No, I did not!
If the Government stick to their guns, it
will satisfy me and everyone else in YWest-
ern Australia. The Government should know
whether they can finance the inereases. In-
creased wages and salartes will nean added
spending power all round. If the legislation
is regarded as a =op to the electors, et us
hope it proves to be such, and T trust the
Government will display more hackhone than
Labour Governments in the other States have
indicated. Elsewhere Labour (Governments
took the knock, hut in this Stite the Lahonr
CGovernmenl. have nnt done so0.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Not vet.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Nor will they
take the knock.

Hon. W. .J. Mann: Flow do vou know?

Hon. C. B, WILLIAMS: T trust them.

Flon, .J. .J. Iolmes: IF you help to defeat
the Bill, you will give the workers £350,000,
and that will be a means to added prosper-
ity, aecording to you.

on. C. B, WILLIAMS: There is no mis-
take abont it; T want my £12 a week hack.
I was clected (o this House on a bhnsis of
£50 s month, and I am getting only £38.

Hon. T.. B. Bolton: And you are well paid.

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS: I am not. There
are no greater lower wages advoeates than
are to be found here. We have men like
Mr. Thomson and others representing coun-
try interests who never do anything hut advo-
cate p reduction of wages,

Hon. A. Thomson: I request that that
statement be withdrawn. Tt is quite incor-
rect.

Hon, C. B. WILLIAMS: T do not want
to hurt Mr. Thomson’s feelings very much,
go I will withdraw it T will take my old
friend ¥Mr. DMiles whe suggested that
the Government should nmend the Arbitra-
tion Act to allow the Court to reduce
wages further and further on the assump-
tion that the wmore that is taken off wages,
the more men will there he in employment.

e has never seen the fallacy of that argu-
ment.  He also wants the Workers’ Com-
pensation Aet amended as another means
of restoring prosperity to the farmer. In
this State the farmer is the only individual
who is down and out. The gold mining in-
dustry is 10 per cent. above its normal
value and wool has increased 300 per cent.
compared with former prices. Only the
farmer is lagging hechind and wants 2 kiek
along.

Ilon. J. J. Holmes: You want to give
him the kick by allowing the eivil servants
£115,000.

Hon. A. M, Clydesdale: You want to save
that for the farmers.

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS: The farmers’
representatives in Parliament will not recog-
nise that they have no ehance iu the pre-
sent scheme of things. Everyone who
handles wheat shows a profit except the man
who grows it, and he has no chance what-
cver, We have only to consider the other
countries of the world that are growing
wheat to realise that Western Australia,
heing so far away from markets oversea,
will have no hope whatever when Russia
comes into the market again. In those days
farmers will have to look round for some-
thing else to do, and they will not go on
beyond this year at 2s. a bushel. Beeanse
farmers are working unprofitably, that is
no argument for bringing others down to
their level. Rather shonld the farmer he
brought up to the level of the worker and
be given the basic wage for growing his
wheat, 1If is time the farmer’s position was
improved even if the people as a whole bave
to be taxed in order o pav them. T trust
the Council will fight as it fought some
wecks ago, and that the Government will
stiek to their guns just as solidly as they
did before.

Ton. J. J. Holmes: Just what do voun
want?

Hon, C. B. WILLITAMS: I want to see
a fieht, The struggle is long overdue.

Hon, A. M. Clydesdale: Rafferty rules?

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS: Yes, the fight
shenld he “all in.” The Council has been
most overbearing fo the Lahour Government.
Phat position was made quite clear when we
discussed the Lotteries Act Amendment Bill.
The Council endeavoured to foist their views
on the Government regarding the member-
ship of the Commission, but in the end the
Council gave way on an attilude that they
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should never have adopted. I do not care
whether the Bill be passed or rejected. Ti
will suit the workers if it is not agreed to.
for it will force Labowr to fight in order
to give effect te T.abour's poliey. That
pelicy will not be the one laid down in the
Premiers Plan, That poliey was enun-
clated by the Associated Banks and the
Commonwealth  Government. Labour in
thic State cannot eontinue along the present
conservative lines, and the sooner that fact
is realised, the better it will he., That is
why T want the fight now, So far as it has
gonr, the fight has represented 100 per ceunt.
vigtary for Labour. The people know that
the Labour Party will not agree to fthe
Council’s domineering attitude. T am not
mach concerned about the eivi! servants,
They ceeupy fair positions and have life-
long johs. They have something to he
thankfu! for. The Miichell Government hat
no right to place the Arhitration Court in »
position to reduce wages 22174 per cent. or
by some other percentage, provided the em-
plovers were able to show that their activi-
ties were not so prosperous as in the past.
In this State two of our great industries
arc on their feet, and the third is weal. I
cannot see how the position of the latter
will be improved if wages are further ve-
duced. Where wages are highest, prosperity
is always grentest, With the ndvanced price
for gold, it is wonderful to know that
people employed in the gold mining in-
dustry can enjoy a basie wage of £4 6=
a week, but it is dreadful to think that Com-
monwealh employees working on the rail-
ways a few miles away, have to he content
with #2 a week less. That is uiterly stupid.
It is wonderful to kmow that the people
in the goldmining indusiry have never felt
the pinch and that the people un the gnld-
fields have enjoyed prosperity, apart from.
the few who have been out ot work. T ran-
not for o moment agree that 2 reduction
of wage= will improve the economic sitna-
tion.  M:. DMiles referred to the posi-
tion in Victoria and said that tha
State had  heen assisted out of its
period of depression hy Sir George
Twmer. It was not Twmer that heiped
the State out; it was misration to Western
Australia.  In Vietorin at that time wages
were down to from s, fo Y= 6d. a day,
and 5+, was paid for a man, horse and dray.
Do we wani to revert to those condiiions?
Tn Vietoria at that time bovs working in

mines were paid 4s. and men 7. 6d. ITn West-
ern Australia men working underground re-
reived 11s. and those working on the sur-
fuce 10s. Gd. Vietoria was made prosperous
Just as Ttady has been helped towards pros-
perity.  Men came from Vietoria to West-
ern Australia where they lived on a erust
and sent their money to their people in the
East, just as to-day Italians ¢come here and
send their money bagk to their homeland. The
discovery of gold in Western Australia put
not only Vietoria, but the vest of Australia
on its feet. That is admitted, I will sup-
porvt the second rewding of the Bill, but T
am not salisfied with it. [f the Couneil
lght, T will enjoy it.

HOM, H. V. PIESSE ({Sounth-last)
{9.437: The fault regarding the present
position appears to me to be entirely the
responsthility of the Government, There is
no doubi that when the imanagers represent-
ing the Legislative Assembly went to the con-
ference on the Financial Fanergeney et
Amendment Bill last session, they were just
as determined as the two managers rvepre-
senting this Chamber, that they would not
give way,

Hon, i, Fraser: You admit ihat!

Hou. H. V. PIESSE: T feel sure the tutile
threats now being made by the Government
to the Legislative Council regarding an in-
creas=e in taxation, will he of no avail. We
must alt reslize that sueh a move would de-
stroy the industries and investinenis of peo-
ple who are gverburdened at present. The
Premicr and the JMinister for Works have
net ronvineed me of the advisableness of
passing the Bill, nor has the Honorary JMin-
ister, but I am still open to convietion. Un-
like those members who attended the con-
ference, 1 am always looking to find the best
that ean be obtained. As to the aecusation
againzt our two managers. undouhtedly they
were clected by the whole of this Touse
and we are proud of the stand they toole. At
least T am. Any mandate from the eleetors
i always conditional upon funds being
available. Tf a man is controlling a busi-
ness and the shoreholders say they desire o
certain policy to be put into operation, what
i5 the first essential?  Fnnds have to be
available.  We have not been told by the
Premier where he is going to get the £110,001
or £115.000 to provide the increase for one
soection of the eivil <ervice. | would net he
averse from voting fur the distribution of



66 [COUNCIL.]

the money amongst the civil servanis if it
were to be paid on a pro rata basis, T agree
that men on the higher salaries should not
partieipate in the small smount of money
that may be available, but we have vet to
ascertain that the money is available and
where it is to come from, Is it intended
that it should come out of loan funds?
Almost deily we read in the Press that the
deficit is increasing. Certainly it is not be-
ing reduced, and the Government have pro-
mised to keep the defieit for the eurrent fin-
ancial year down to £750,000. TIi is clear
that we cannot depart from that promise if
we are going to earry out the Premiers’ Plan
in its entivety. The Budget must be bal-
anced hefore any restoration of wage or
salary ents can be contemplated, The Gov-
ernment should not introduce measures of
this kind. There is no safe course for Par-
Hament to follow other than to insist upon
cutting expenditure. Those people enjoxing
fixed wages and salaries are in a much more
favourable position than are those on part-
time work, relief or sustenance employment,
or those engaged in primary production.
Can anyone say that we have turned
the corner? The depression has heen with
us for the last thvee years; in fact,
longer than that, but the most acute
portion has heen that of the last three years.
The only primary commodity that has im-
proved has heen weol, which Mr. Williams
has told us has inereased in price by 300
per cent. Yusterday I had my elip in the
sale, and the top priece 1 received was
2614d. Little did I dream 12 months ago
that wool this vear would hring sueh a
price.

Hon, C. B. Wilams: Otherwise you
would have had more sheep?

Hon, H. V. PIESSE: Had 1 known as
much as T know now, T would have liked to
have wore sheep. We cannot he said to
have sighted the eorner until our primary
products are operating on a reasonably
profitanle hasis. Wheat to-day is Ts. 11745,
per bushel.

Hon, A, M. Clydesdale interjected.

Hon. II. V. PITSSE: We want the wheat
farmers Lo carry sheep in order to assisi
them profitably to conduet their proposi-
tions. [t will be the salvation of this eoun-
try if the wheatgrowers earry shecp so that
they will have wool to fall back on. 8till,
there is no gnarantee that the priee of
wool will be maintained. Only 12 months

ago the price was at a very low level.
However, the price is up to-day, and we
ean only hope that the experience with
wheat will be the same. Butter fat is down
to 8d. per lb. I was in the Denmark area
this week, and potatoes were unsaleable.
Eggs were bringing 4d. per dozen. When
I passed throngh my home town yesterday,
a lady told me she had brought in six eases
of apricots and asked whether I could give
her 2s. a ease for them,.

Hon. €. B. Willinms:
me.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: If the hon. mem-
ber likes to open np an agency for my
distriet, T shall be pleased to appoint him,
though T shounld want to know what amount
of commission he required. So long as
we are confronfed with the unecertainty of
pavable export prices for our commodilies,
we shall be a long way from recovery.
The State finances need most careful hand-
fing. Further eurtailment of Government
expenditure should be propesed, rather
than inereased expenditure and bigger de-
ficits, Those are the Jines upon which Par-
liament should be thinking. How can we
expeet to retain the confidence of people
abroad from whom we are borrowing
money, or of the people within Awstralia,
if we continue to increase our loan ex-
penditure sn greatly and have so little to
show for it? We are falling down on our
undertaking with the Premiers and the
TLoan Council in not halancing onr Tindget.
This sort of finance must end in chaos, and
before long there must come a reaction,
resulting in further reductions—greater
even than those provided for in the Act
that has just expired—in the wages and
salaries ol Government employees and
more retrenchments. The cost of Parlia-
ment might well be questioned. I feel that,
if necessary, members would agree to re-
duce Llieir salaries, although such a redue-
tion would no{ have a great effect on the
Budget position, but rather than have ihe
inerease proposed by the Bill, T feel con-
fident that members would agree to a re-
duction in their present salaries. The Gov-
ernment should not legislate for one see-
tion of the Civil Service. TIf the Govern-
ment have £110,000 or £115,000 available,
why not pay it out on a pro rata basis to
those reeeiving the minimum salary over
the basic wage, excluding members of Par-
liament and employvees receiving, say, over
£600 or £800 a year. If the Government

Send them up to
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have the woney to distribute, they should
distribute it equally amongst the employees
who have stood loyally by the Mitchell
Government and the present Government
during the last three vears. One should
congratnlate the Civil Service on the man-
ner in which they accepted the reduetion
of salaries, and on the small amonpnt of
eomplaint that has been voiced. Lately,
however, we have been reading in the Press
of the civil service organisations com-
plaining ahont the proposed increases. The
primary industries of this State are in a
very parlons eondition. Tf the Premier
has £110,000 or £115,000 to spare to pay to
civil servants, I think it might well be
reserved for the industry on which we rely
to keep Western Australia going, namely,
primary industry. All pessible assistance
will be needed. I am conducting the farms
of varions men who, unfortunately, are un-
der trusteeship. One of those men came
te me last Monday to inform me that he
bad received a summons from the road
hoard for rates amounting to £3 12s. 6d.

Hon. A, M. Clydesdale: How tar did he
travel ?

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: e travelled 68
miles to tell me that he had recaivead the
summons.

Hon. G. Fraser: He could have paid the
rates out of the cost of the petrol.

Hon, H. V. PIESSE: But not without
my consent; I was his trustee. T had
already paid the rates to the road board, for
which I held the receipt, but through an
of the board,

error of the sceretary
a summons had been sent fo the
farmer. That was the last straw and

the man eame in and said to me, I am
finished; that is the end of me” There
have been similar happenings right throngh
the State. Is it fair for the Premier to
propose to give incresses to men who are
drawing £4 a week when our agricultural
industry is in such a parlons condition?
I say it is not. I intend to stand four-
sqnare against this Bill and will uppose
those provisions unless it is proved that the
money will be forthcoming without further
taxation. We are aill suffering from the
depression. Let us all benefit when recovery
is assured. I shall support the second
reading, reserving the right to volte against
varions clauses in Committee. I intend to
support the re-enactment of Part V. of the
original Act. The Government have done

what may be considered a clever thing in
passing out Part V.

Hon. E, H, Harris: Politically clever$

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Yes. Perhaps
members who are business men employing
a large amount of labour may be accused of
a desire 1o reduce the wages of werkers.
Business men generally, on the eonirary,
would be only too pleased to pay increased
wages if they could get the chance of pro-
duction. That is the diffienlty. Down on the
beach at Albany the other day a man said
to me, “If that proposal is passed by the
Couneil, I shall dispense with six men at
once.” That was not a threat to me to stand
firm; be was a city man. I have been
elected to represent a country constitmeney,
but I think members will concede that 1 bave
always endeavoured to be fair to all indus-
tries operating in the State. If Part V.
be not re-enacted, it will be a very serious
matter for onr industries.

HON. J, M. MACFARLANE (Metro-
politan-Suhurban) [8.58]: I move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result—
Ayes .. . 13
Noes - . . ... 11
Majority for 2

AvEs,

Hon. W. J. Mann

Hon, J. Nicholson

Hon. E. Rose

Hon. C. H. Wittenoom

Hon. H, J. Yelland

Hon. G. W. Miles
{Teller.)

Hon. C. F. Baxter
Hon. L. B. Bolton
Hon. J. T. Frankiin
Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon, E. H. Harrls
Hon. J. J. Holmes
Men, J. M. Maclarlane

NoEg,

Hon. A, M. Clydesdate Hon, R, G. Mcore

Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. H. V. Piesse
Hon. G. Fraser Han, A, Thomson
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon, C. B, Williams
Hen, E. H. H. Hall Hon. T. Moore

Hon. W. H. Kitson (Teller.»

Motion thus passed; dchate adjourned.

House adjowrned at 9.2 p.m,



